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. PROCESSBY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED

Provide brief information on the process by whikis report has been prepared, including information
on which types of public authorities were consutiedontributed to its preparation, on how the pabl

n

was consulted and how the outcome of the publiswdtation was taken into account and on the

material which was used as a basis for preparirgréport.

The main part of the report was prepared by theiapsts of the Ministry of the Environment of the

Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter “MoE”) and itsil®rdinate institution Environmental Protection
Agency (hereinafter “EPA”) responsible for the implentation of the Convention. National legal acts,
international agreements, information provided be websites of state and municipal institutions and

other information available to them or providedthgm was used for the preparation of the reporg
report has been published in the national and nedigpress. Responses from non-governme
organisations, comments and suggestions were peeseluring the public consultation, which wg
assessed and used in the preparation of the report.

II. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE REPORT

Report any particular circumstances that are relgvéor understanding the report, e.g. whether thisra
federal and/or decentralized decision-making suitet whether the provisions of the Convention have
direct effect upon its entry into force, or whethf@rancial constraints are a significant obstacle t
implementation (optional).

Th
ntal
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Decision 111/6d on compliance by Lithuania was amapat the third meeting of the parties to the Aar
Convention held in Riga on 11-13 June 2008. Indberse of implementation of Decision 111/6d,
working group was set up by Order No 362 of thanriMinister of 1 October 2008 to analyse 3
evaluate legal acts implementing the provisionghaf Aarhus Convention related to the decision
compliance by Lithuania adopted at the third meptihthe parties to the Aarhus Convention. Theadkc
Plan for the Implementation of the Decisions Contgy Lithuania Adopted by the Third Meeting of t
Parties to the Aarhus Convention was approved spReon No 979 of the Government of the Repu
of Lithuania of 26 August 2009.
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A new translation of the Aarhus Convention was jsiied in Official Gazette Valstgb Zinios No 8-273
of 22 January 2009.

A working group was set up by Order No 150 of thenE Minister of 22 April 2009 to analyse the

application of Aarhus Convention provisions in lu#imian national law and the Action Plan for
Implementation of Aarhus Convention Provisions.itk letter No 150-6 of 31 December 2009,
working group presented the Lithuanian Governmeith whe Action Plan for the Implementation

Aarhus Convention Provision$he working group considered Lithuanian legal a&std amendments to
legal acts presented to it that were made undefirgteAction Plan. During the consideration of the legal

acts that had to be amended under the first AcRtan (approved by Resolution No 979 of

the
the
of

the

Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 26 AugR809), this working group’s proposals conformed

to the approved Action Plan under implementation.

The Action Plan for the Implementation of the Dams Concerning Lithuania Adopted by the Th
Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Conventiomrayped by Resolution No 979 of the Governmen
the Republic of Lithuania of 26 August 2009, hasrbéully implemented, i.e. all legal acts have b
drafted, with three of them not approved yet ay e considered by the Parliament of the Repuddli
Lithuania.
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. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING THE
GENERAL PROVISIONSIN PARAGRAPHS?, 3,4, 7AND 8 OF ARTICLE 3

List legislative, regulatory and other measures ith@lement the general provisions in paragraplts 2,
7 and 8 of article 3.

Explain how these paragraphs have been implememtg@articular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 2, measures takengare that officials and authorities assist amdige
the required guidance;

(b) With respect to paragraph 3, measures takprotmote education and environmental awareness;
(c) With respect to paragraph 4, measures takeansoire that there is appropriate recognition of
support to associations, organizations or groupsipting environmental protection;

(d) With respect to paragraph 7, measures takerprtonote the principles of the Conventi
internationally; including:

(i) Measures taken to coordinate within and betweenistries to inform officials involved in othe

relevant international forums about article 3, geagh 7, and the Almaty Guidelines, indicating vinee1
the measures to coordinate are ongoing;

(i) Measures taken to provide access to infornmatibthe national level regarding internationalfaos,
including the stages at which the access to infaonavas provided;

(i) Measures taken to promote and enable pubédigpation at the national level with respect
international forums (e.g. inviting NGO membergtuticipate in the Party’s delegations in interowadl

environmental negotiations or involving NGOs in nfong the Party’s official position for sugh

negotiations) including the stages at which theessto information was provided,;

(iv) Measures taken to promote the principles ef @onvention in the procedures of other internati
forums;

(v) Measures taken to promote the principles of @avention in the work programmes, proje
decisions and other substantive outputs of othernational forums;

(e) With respect to paragraph 8, measures takemgare that persons exercising their rights unie
Convention are not be penalized, persecuted oséada

(a) The nature, scope and main conditions of tbhgigion of information are governed by the Law loé
Republic of Lithuania on the Right to Receive Imfation from State and Municipal Institutions (Ofdic
Gazette Valstyés Zinios, 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008, 2008, 75-3064), the Law of th

Republic of Lithuania on Public Administration (@ffl Gazette Valstyss Zinios, 1999, No 60-194%;

2006, No 77-2975), Government Resolution No 8752af August 2007 approving the rules |1
considering applications of individuals and for yding services to them at public administrat
institutions, bodies and other public administmnatentities (Official Gazette Valstgb Zinios, 2007, N@
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94-3779) and the Specification of the procedurdtierprovision of information on the environmentlie
Republic of Lithuania to the public approved by @mment Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1
(Official Gazette Valstyks Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2046,19-864). The publi
must be enabled to familiarise themselves withatiepted procedures for the provision of informat
As already mentioned before, information repredems offices, i.e. units or employees responsibie

D99

~
"

on

the provision of information according to the “ost®p shop” principle, have been established at

institutions to facilitate access to informationccdrding to the Rules for considering applicatiais

individuals and for providing services to them ablic administration institutions, bodies and otpablic
administration entities (Official Gazette ValstghZinios, 2007, No 94-3779), institutions must pdeva
summary of environmental information availabletierh, indicate the form of information recordingnéi

limits for the provision of information to inquirgr service prices, the payment procedure and other

requirements.

The nature, scope and main conditions of provisibimformation on the air quality are governed hg
Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Environmentabfction (Official Gazette Valstyl Zinios, 1992
No 5-75), the Law of the Republic of Lithuania omBient Air Protection (Official Gazette Valsid
Zinios, 1999, No 98-2813, 2010, No 54-2648), thevlaf the Republic of Lithuania on Environmen
Monitoring (Official Gazette Valstyds Zinios, 1997, No 112-2824; 2006, No 57-2025), @oment
Resolution No 130 approving the State Environmehktahitoring Programme for 2005-2010 (Offici

al
Gazette Valstyls Zinios, 2005, No 19-608), Government Resolutiom NL75 of 22 October 1999
approving the procedure for the provision of infatian on the environment in the Republic of Lithizain

to the public (Official Gazette Valstyb Zinios, 1999, 90-2660, 2005, No 26-831), OrderINe265/V-

436 of the Minister of the Environment of the Rejulof Lithuania and the Minister of Health of the
Republic of Lithuania of 26 May 2005 approving irecedure for informing the public, institutionsdgn
bodies concerned of ambient air pollution levelsfif@al Gazette Valstybs Zinios, 2005, No 74-2688,;

Official Gazette Valstybs Zinios, 2009, No 157-7111), Order No D1-418 oé thlinister of the|
Environment of the Republic of Lithuania of 27 J@§04 on the submission of reports on ambien
quality management plans or programmes to the EamopCommission (Official Gazette Valségh
Zinios, 2004, No 120-4441), Order No 323 of the ister of the Environment of the Republic
Lithuania of 27 June 2003 on the submission of ahaual report on the ambient air quality to
European Commission (Official Gazette ValstyZinios, 2003, No 65-2973, 2004, No 107-4012),eD
No 322 of the Minister of the Environment of thepblic of Lithuania of 27 June 2003 on the prowvis
of information and data from stations measuring i@mbair pollution to the European Commiss
(Official Gazette Valstybs Zinios, 2003, No 65-2972).

The Law on Water of the Republic of Lithuania (Ol Gazette Valstyds Zinios, 1997, No 104-2615;

2003, No 36-1544) governs the right of water ugerget information on the objectives of wa
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protection established for water bodies, measweschieve them as well as management plans under

preparation and already prepared.

The procedure for providing information on riversbadistricts to the public, water users and other

persons concerned was approved by Government Riesolio 198 of 23 February 2004 approving
procedure for providing information on river basiistricts to the public, water users and other qes
concerned (Official Gazette Vals@dZinios, 2007, No 30-984).

In order to acquaint the public with and involvantthe development of the water treatment sysiam

October 2006, the Environmental Protection Agenepared and approved a schedule for preparing
basin district (RBD) management plans accordingQualer No V-110 of the Director of th
Environmental Protection Agency of 25 October 2@@@roving the schedule for preparing river bg
district management plans.

One of the main tools for involving the public imter management are River Basin District Coordamg
Boards set up by Order No 266 of the Governmenthef Republic of Lithuania of 14 March 20
approving the composition and regulations of Daaglyvelupe, Nemunas and Venta River Basin Distr
Coordination Boards (Official Gazette ValstgZinios, 2005, No 35-1142).

Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellatidntefjrated Pollution Prevention and Control Pesn
approved by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of taevironment of 29 June 2005 (Official Gaze
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Valstyhss Zinios, 2005, 103-3829) (hereinafter “IPPC Rulesstablish the obligation for the compet
authorities preparing such permits — regional emritental protection departments (hereinafter “REPI
— to present the public with information on accepépplications for permits and prepared permit
accordance with the procedure set forth in Chaytesf these Rules. Chapter Xl of the Rules dettiks
scope and nature of this information as well as ghecedures of public participation in the per
issuance process:

“69. The provision of information to the public atiite involvement of the public concerned in

mit

the

Permit issuance process, including the cases eefdo in paragraphs 35-37 of these Rules, shall be

organised by REPDs.

70. Within 10 days of acceptance of applicationsigeuing or renewing the Permit for the equipm
indicated in Annex 1 to the Rules, REPDs shall imfathe public about it by available means
dissemination of information (via city, district aational press, notice boards of municipal ingtns,
and, if possible, via electronic media). The foliog shall be indicated in the notice:

70.1. Where, for what economic entity (installaji@nd for what economic activities the Permit
planned to be issued or renewed;

70.2. Who the operator is;

70.3. Where and when the information referred tpamagraphs 16, 17, 20 and 22 of these Rulg
available;

70.4. The name of the institution participatinglegcision-making regarding the issuance or renetv
Permits, the addressee and deadlines for submiitopsals on the issuance or renewal of Permits.

71. The public concerned shall have the right tanstiproposals and comments within 21 days of
date of publication of the notice referred to imgmraph 70 of these Rules.

72. When presenting comments and proposals orssibance or renewal of Permits, a represent
of the public concerned shall indicate his/her iarmae, surname (or the name of an organisationjess
and telephone.

73. REPDs shall register proposals received froenpblic concerned and take them into accg
when preparing Permits.

74. Permits shall be issued only upon expiry of deadline for the submission of comments
proposals indicated in paragraph 71 of these Rules.

75. Within 10 days of the issuance or renewal ofrfts for the equipment indicated in Annex 1 to
Rules, REPDs shall inform the public thereof byilade means of provision of information, presegt
the following information: when, for what operat@nd what economic activities the Permits have [
issued or renewed, where and when the public canlif@ise themselves with the Permits and
conditions laid down therein as well as informat@md motives regarding the taking into accoun
comments and proposals of the public concerned waldepting decisions on the issuance or renew
Permits.

76. At the request of an applicant, REPDs shakgmeinformation related to the issuance or reng
of Permits as well as data stored in Permit datbasaccordance with the procedure laid downwsl
and other legal acts.

76", The operator shall make the results of envirortalemonitoring performed by the operat
available to the public.”

Annex 7 to the IPPC Rules “Public ParticipationDecision-Making” governs public participation
decision-making, i.e. the possibility for the pablconcerned to present comments on a subm
application for a permit and a prepared draft perpossibilities to receive additional informatiand
replies to presented comments and proposals: “théndecision-making process, the public shal
informed in advance, and as soon as information Emeasonably provided at the latest (via pu
notices or other appropriate means, such as etectneedia, where available), about the following:

(a) applications for the issuance of permits oreilevant cases, applications for the renewal aihfie or
conditions of permits. The following elements shweldescribed:

« the installation and types of its activity;

» raw and auxiliary materials used or producedhgyihstallation, other materials and energy;
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* sources of pollutant emissions by the instaltgtio




« local conditions of the installation;
* the expected origin and amount of pollutant eforssfrom the installation into each medium as \asl|
established noticeable environmental effects diupeht emissions;
» proposed technology and other methods for thegmtéon or, where this is not possible, reductién o
pollutant emissions from the installation;
* where necessary, measures to prevent waste gienerathe installation and tools for using them;
« further measures for the performance of the g#nerinciples of the operator's basic obligatiops;
measures for monitoring pollutant emissions in®ehvironment;
* main alternatives analysed, if any;
(b) if the operation of an installation may havsignificant negative effect on the environment ndther
member state, or if requested by a member statasthiiely to be strongly affected, the Ministry the
Environment shall transfer information on a newtahation or an installation in which a substantial
change of economic activities has been effected¢iwis required to be presented or published under
paragraphs 35-37 of IPPC Rules, to another mentbtr at the same time as it allows its citizens to
familiarise themselves with this information;
(c) the competent authorities responsible for desisaking, those that can provide relevant infdiora
those to which comments or questions can be predeand data on the schedule for presenting consment
or questions;
(d) the nature of potential decisions or, if thisrene, the draft decision;
(e) where applicable, data on proposals to renemipeor the conditions of permits;
(f) the time, place and method for obtaining retevaformation;
(g) data on the means of public participation amaisaltation prepared in accordance with paragraph|5
this Annex.
2. REPDs shall ensure that the public concerngorié@ded, within the time limits set out in Chapdr
of the Rules, with the following:
(a) in cases provided for in legal acts, the mosgtartant reports and proposals submitted to RERErsa
time the public concerned was informed in accordamith paragraph 1 of this Annex;
(b) if any information not indicated in paragraploflthis Annex is important for decision-making,oug
submitting an application, REPDs shall reply to leggmts’ requests for information as to where tadf
information, if any, the measurement procedure ugedcollecting information, including analytical
methods, sampling and preparation of samples, &eraaeference to the standardised procedure used.
3. The public concerned shall have the right ts@né comments and proposals to REPDs in accordance
with the procedure set forth in Chapter Xl of thdd® before a decision is taken.
4. The results of the consultation provided fotthis Annex shall be taken into account when taking
decision.
5. Comprehensive means of public information (engtices within a certain radius or notices in loca
newspapers) and consultation with the public cameere.g. written proposals or public opinion polls
are set out in Chapter Xl of IPPC Rules.”
The State Service for Protected Areas under theisiynof the Environment (hereinafter “the
Service”) considers proposals, requests and contpladf individuals, informs land owners of the
establishment of protected areas (e.g. peoplevetdetters informing of the planned establishmm‘ryt
Suvalkija National and Daugai Regional Parks), cisjgo be declared as protected natural heritage,
provides information on protected areas to thetiestconcerned. Implementing the provisions of det
3(2) of the Aarhus Convention, the Service andaimates provide information orally, in writing, dime
website www.vstt.It, protected area authorities provide information tbeir websites (addresses are
provided with question 1.4) as well as during puldonsideration when preparing new protected area
planning documents.
The public receives information on protected andasthe mass media (articles, cooperation with
newspapers and magazines, e.g. newspaper Zal@jiva will provide information on the EU-financed
project “Management of Protected Areas. Stage Ple@mented by the Service), school-age children are
provided with information in schools (“green schsjobperate in protected areas, lessons aimed at
acquainting pupils with protected areas are givéthinvthe framework of an educational project for
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pupils entitled “No Future without Nature”), witim @pen day organised for pupils at the Service.

The information system installed by the Service dirdctorates is based on visitor centres v
internal exhibitions, which are arranged in staéekp and reserves in order to provide more dets
information on protected natural and cultural lzey@ values, recreation opportunities, guide sesvice
visitors, organise various environmental, tradigibevents, traditional business training, exhibisg
seminars and conferences. Information boards atali@d and booklets are distributed in protecteds

The following visitor centres were arranged in potéd areas using EU Structural Fund and ¢
support:

(1) Ten visitor centres were installed by 2006 aasde operated to date: repkeliai State Natur
Reserve, Curonian Spit National Park (2), Zemaltijﬂional Park, Pagramantis, DieveriiskLabanoras
Meteliai, Nemunas Delta and Panemuniai RegiondtsPar

(2) Two visitor centres in 2006: in GraZwtnd Kurtuénai Regional Parks;

(3) Five visitor centres in 2007: in Aukstaitija tmal Park; AukStadvaris, Kaunas Lagoon, Ng¢
and Nemunas Loops Regional Parks;

(4) Four visitor centres in 2008: in Asveja, BirRegional Parks, Kamanos State Nature Reg
and Zuvintas Biosphere Reserve;

(5) Five visitor centres in 2009: in Anykai, Krekenava, Sartai, Tytémai and Varniai Regiong
Parks.

A total of 169 booklets, leaflets, fliers, 14 bopl& periodicals were published, 323 cases
cooperation with the media were recorded, 173 genfees and seminars were organised, emplo
delivered 326 lectures and wrote 119 articles 0820

A total of 68,600 copies of 109 information pubtioas were published, 117 conferences, semi
and training sessions were organised, employees Bé% lectures and reports and 602 articles V
published in 2009.

In the landscape area, officers advice the puplioyide explanations on the application of legaka

present information orally and in writing on requdsformation on legal acts prepared in the laagse

area is provided on the website of the Ministryief Environment and the Parliament informationesyst
Information on events and important developmentpravided on the website of the the Ministry
Environment.

Spatial planning process publicity is regulatedi®y Law on Spatial Planning (Official Gazette \Vigtgs
Zinios, 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 152-55311; 2006 66-2429) (hereinafter “the Law”) ar
Regulations on Public Information and Participation the Spatial Planning Process approved
Government Resolution No 1079 (Official Gazette sigks Zinios, 1996, No 90-2099, 2007, No 3
1190; 2010, 78-4010) (hereinafter “Regulationstat& and municipal institutions and bodies, legal
natural persons participating in the preparatiogpattial planning documents are obliged to obstrese
Regulations. The Regulations regulate the procedmrepublic participation in the spatial planni
process and procedures for ensuring the publiditgreparation of general, special and detailediab
planning documents. Pursuant to the Law on SpBtaining and the Regulations, public participai®
an integral part of the spatial planning processndupreparation of general, special and detaifeatial
plans. State and municipal institutions or bodigganising planning publicly announce (in the prasd
on websites or on a stand installed next to tha pl@nned in the case of detailed planning) the dtde
of spatial planning documents, inform about podités to submit proposals and provide informatan
the strategic environmental assessment of spdéiahjmg document solutions. The Law and Regulat
establish the requirement to consult the publicceomed on the implementation of solutions, acquain
the public with the solutions prepared, strategipact assessment reports on spatial planning dadu
solutions and solution impact assessment reporgangsing public display and registering propos
received. Proposals are considered together watlatithor and are either taken into account or redsp
rejected. Applicants receive written replies. Psgls are considered with the public concernedfaah
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conference or a public meeting. A period of at teéms months is allocated for familiarisation wi
prepared national and regional spatial planningudents, including at least one month for pul
display, one month for familiarisation with preparelistrict general and special spatial plann
documents, 15 working days for public display, 26rking days for familiarisation with detailed plar
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including 10 working days for public display, and Wworking days for familiarisation with detaileddap

special plans prepared in accordance with the #iegblprocedure. Based on the abovementio

Regulations, the public is also informed of apptafaspatial planning documents. In addition, oa@ c

ned

familiarise oneself with approved spatial plannidgcument solutions at the institution organisjing

planning. They are published on the website ofntlumicipality in which an area is planned. In viety,
the level of spatial planning, information on thgpeoval of spatial planning documents is publisimethe
national or local press and on the website oftis&tution organising planning.

The Law and Regulations also provide that individuean file a complaint about a received re

o

ply

informing them that their proposals have not beden into account when preparing a spatial planping

document with the state spatial planning superyisaithority within one month of the date of recespt
the letter sent to them (reply to their proposal®mplaints related to administrative decisionsspatial

planning taken by a public administration body aomsidered by state spatial planning supervisory

authorities within their competence in accordandé the procedure set forth in the Law of the Rdigup

of Lithuania on Spatial Planning and the Law of ®Republic of Lithuania on Public Administratic
(Official Gazette Valstyks Zinios, 1999, No 60-1945; 2006, No 77-2975).

(b) The National Education for Sustainable DevelepmProgramme for 2007-2015 was approved

Government Resolution No 1062 of 2007 (Official 6te Valstyls Zinios, 2007, No 106-4348). The

n

by

purpose of the National Education for Sustainabderdlopment Programme for 2007-2015 (hereinafter
“the Programme”) is to create conditions for susthle development education, improve the quality of

formal and non-formal education, self-education gnublic information to enable every person
contribute to sustainable development personaidy professional activities or participation in pighife

on a local and global scale. The objective of figgramme is to improve the educational activiaés

various public institutions and bodies to help t@pulation, organisations, companies, institutic

to

ns,

communities and the public to better understandtwhatainable development is and its importance; to

nurture the skills of all members of society, moralues and determination to act democratically
responsibly, thus contributing to the achievemdnsustainable development objectives; to develap
ability of institutional structures to actively piaipate in sustainable development processesNHt@nal
Education for Sustainable Development Programme26fi7—2015 has been prepared in view of

and
th

the

National Sustainable Development Strategy approbgdGovernment Resolution No 1160 of {11

September 2003 (Official Gazette Valsigt¥Zinios, 2003, No 89-4029) and the State EducaSimategy
for 2003-2012 approved by Parliament ResolutiorXX&700 of 4 July 2003 (Official Gazette Valstgh
Zinios, 2003, No 71-3216). This Programme is pdrthe United Nations Decade of Education

Sustainable Development action plan. Programme unessare planned in view of sustaina
development priorities set out in the National Simstble Development Strategy as well as strat
provisions for sustainable development of the EeappUnion and the Baltic Sea region, and o
important sustainable development documents. Thm tésustainable development” used in t
Programme is a compromise between environmentahaggic and social objectives of society, wh
facilitates achievement of welfare for the presentl future generations without increasing allowa
environmental impact. By Government Resolution Ni@@l of 12 August 2010 (which will enter in
force on 1 January 2011), Government ResolutionlB®2 of 2 October 2007 approving the Natio
Education for Sustainable Development Programme@87-2015 was declared null and void. By f{
Resolution, the Ministry of Education and Scien@swharged with approving the National Education
Sustainable Development Programme for 2011-20151Hyecember 2010.

A project entitled “Public Information about the \Bionment in Educational Programmes, Press, F
and a Portal” (hereinafter “the Project”), whichsageveloped under the Cohesion Promotion Operat
Programme measure “Creation and Development of steBy for Public Information about t
Environment” and approved by Order No D1-610 of Miaister of the Environment of 13 October 20(
will contribute to the implementation of the tasktbis measure to promote the preservation of @adf
resources in order to improve public awarenesseirenmental protection, i.e. publicity actions Mk
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taken to improve public awareness of environmepttatection by 2.33% per year or by 9% within four

years of project implementation.
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Project objectives and tasks were establishedew af the Cohesion Promotion Operational Progranm
the interests and specific features of the enviemml sector, the National Sustainable Developn
Strategy, UN Aarhus Convention and other progrardomuments. Lithuanian residents tend to look
information in the mass media which is highly tagtsamong them. Therefore, the Project providethi®

most popular publicity measures among Lithuanisizenis, namely television, press and radio. Thewe i

lack of magazines, films and documentaries on enwirental topics, which are part of the Project al.V
Information campaigns are the most effective whtrere is an appropriate variety of means
information: information will also be published tre Internet. The Project is expected to genensater
interest of the public in environmental problems &noaden their global understanding of environiale
protection itself. Project activities: a seriesTof and radio broadcasts on relevant environmdsasaies
on the national television and radio; a seriesdofcational broadcasts on the environment on thenst
telefivision, film making and a film festival on thiuanian nature; dissemination of relevant sushdén
development and climate change issues during rattetevision broadcasts, in the national pressan
the Internet; a periodical on relevant environmemgaues and a supplement on sustainable u
development to an existing specialised periodioalallation of a portal on environmental and sinsthle
development issues on an existing website.
The following Project priorities have been estdtdid when planning actions aimed at improving pu
information on environmental protection and susthia development and ensuring the accessibiligllq
target groups, so that the means of informationparaicity help to establish a public attitude faating
better implementation of sustainable development:
- Expeditious provision of information to the pubtin the most relevant environmental and sustain
development issues and solutions to them;
- Establishment of a feedback mechanism betweemtbamation disseminator and recipient;
- The public is provided with the latest, correct,derstandable and professionally prep3
information on environmental protection and susthle development.
Upon implementing the Project, publicity by meansviled for in the Project will be continued, witie
Ministry of the Environment performing the funct®rof coordination and organisation of pub
education in the area of environmental protectitamds under the Environmental Support Programmg
annually allocated by order of the Minister of tBavironment for the provision of information to t
public. These funds will be used for further finang of Project publicity measures. There will bleaer
need for funds because: (1) TV and radio broadeestsell as press articles will have been create
one will only have to broadcast and publish thenus® existing good practice, innovations and ideg
update their content; (2) the installed news paoxidllbe further developed, as it will become ategral
part of the news website over four years of impletaton, and its infrastructure will only have te
maintained and upgraded; (3) in the event of a #ckunds or more complex projects — films and
festival — EU structural support from the balanmethe 2007-2013 period will be requested.
An action plan for using funds under the ProducPackaging Waste Management Programme in 2
under which 5% of funding under the Product or Rgokg Waste Management Programme mus|
allocated for public education and training, wapraped by paragraphs 14, 26 and 36 of Order No D
of the Minister of the Environment of the RepuldfcLithuania of 4 March 2004 approving the proced
for using funds under the Product or Packaging &d#anagement Programme and the Rules
Procedure of the Board and the composition of thar@ (Official Gazette Valstys Zinios, 2004, No 41
1346; 2010, No 65-3260) (hereinafter “the Procefure
All Lithuanian residents are regularly informed abahe ambient air quality on the Internet
http://oras.gamta.lt
Meetings with the Nemunas River Basin District Ghoation Board were organised during prepara
of Nemunas River Basin District Management Plangimafter “Nemunas RBD Management Plan”) &
Operational Programme (hereinafter “the ProgrammiEie meetings were held to discuss the Nem
RBD Management Plan and Programme under preparatidrear comments and adjust the docum
based on which water body management will be pexdrin 2010-2015 according to them.
Project preparation was coordinated by a supervisommittee consisting of representatives of
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Ministry of Agriculture and non-governmental orgsations. The Nemunas RBD Management Plan|and
Programme have been placed on the website of thiedBmental Protection Agency, with letters invgin
to comment on the presented documents sent tougaimstitutions and members of the Coordination
Board. The Nemunas RBD Management Plan and Progeahaive also been discussed with the Board
for Water Issues of the Lithuanian Academy of Soesnconsisting of Lithuanian scientists workingha
area of water protection.

A meeting with representatives of Pakruojis muratity was held on 16 March 2010. LietuRiver
Basin District Management Plan and Operational Rrmogne were presented and measures were proposed
at the meeting.
A meeting with the Coordination Board has been wiggd to discuss Lieldp Venta and Dauguva River
Basin District Management Plans and OperationajRromes.
One of the tasks of the project “Preparation oflupé, Venta and Dauguva River Basin Distrjct
Management Plans” is to raise the level of publai@ness and involvement in water management hased
on river basins. A film entitled “How we take caséour water” and a booklet entitled “Rivers and| I”
have been created for this purpose. The film “Haosvtake care of our water” tells about Lithuanidtels
rivers, the Baltic Sea, the main water pollutioolpems and ways to solve them. The booklet “Riaerg
I” is a small pocket publication, which briefly ments Lithuanian water management policy principles
and tells how everyone of us can contribute to watmservation. There is also an interactive map
containing information on the condition of surfaged ground water as well as measures appligd to
improve the condition of water bodies.
One of the tasks of the project “Preparation oflupé, Venta and Dauguva River Basin Distrjct
Management Plans” is to strengthen institutiongbcity in the area of water management based on.RBD
A series of seminars and training sessions foritisétutions concerned has been organised for |this
purpose on the following topics: “Theoretical an@dggical training in river and lake water and bottp
sediment and sewage sludge sampling”, “Economicedspof the Water Framework Directive”,
“Statistical analysis of water monitoring data”, sg#essment of the state of surface water bodiesphyd
morphological characteristics, physico-chemicaldibons and biological components, physico-chemijcal
properties and hazardous substances as indicdtdh®e state of water bodies”, “The effect of diféus
pollution control measures on the state of watelidxy.
Articles 87 and 88 of the Rules for the Issuancend®val and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Control Permits approved by OrdeD4e330 of the Minister of the Environment of 29
June 2005 (Official Gazette Valstg Zinios, 2005, No 103-3829) implement the provisad Article
3(3) of the Convention regarding access to jusiicenvironmental matters: “87. The operator or the
public concerned may file a complaint about actiemsinaction of REPDs related to the issuance,
renewal, correction or cancellation of Permits waticourt in accordance with the procedure estadaish
by law.
88. REPDs shall, within their competence, ensua title public can access practical informationtan| t
right to file a complaint about decisions, acti@nsnaction, including public involvement, with aurt or
other competent authorities.”

Pursuant to the Law on Water of the Republic ohliétnia (Official Gazette Valstygb Zinios, 1997, Ng
104-2615; 2003, No 36-1544), the public shall béormed of preparation of river basin district
management plans. The institution responsibleif@r asin district administration must allocatdeatst
six months for the public to express comments agpgsals on river basin district management plans
under preparation.
Periodic consultations in the landscape area woth-governmental organisations, science and edurcgtio
institutions on the Lithuanian landscape policy @&admplementation are organised during speciaehéy
exchanging opinions on relevant issues. Pursuargatagraph 3 of the Government Resolution| on
Government Resolution No 909 of 22 August 2005 eyipg measures for the implementation of the
landscape policy of the Republic of Lithuania, thera number of measures to promote the understand
of the country’s landscape, training of specialestsl development of public awareness of the vahae a
role of the landscape.
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(c) The establishment and activities of associatiamd other community-based organisations is gedgrn

by the Law on Associations of the Republic of Lihia (Official Gazette Valstyls Zinios, 2004, Ng

745-26). Article 7 of the Law of the Republic athuania on Environmental Protection (Official Gtiee

Valstyhss Zinios, 1992, No 5-75) stipulates the rights itizens, community-based organisations, o

her

legal and natural persons corresponding to allritiiets described in the Convention. Cooperatiorhit
environmental NGOs is also provided for in varidagal acts governing environmental protectipn,
construction, spatial planning and other areasobivity, plans and strategies of the Ministry ofeth

Environment and other documents of state and npadionstitutions. Funds for environmental eduaatio

and information of the public are allocated under Environmental Support Programme of the Republic
of Lithuania. The Ministry of the Environment cédg cooperates with NGOs. Representatives of aatur
protection NGOs are members of the Board of theiditin of the Environment on equal terms wijth

environmentalists and representatives of sciendesdncation institutions. This is an advisory bodhe
Board considers the most important issues of theid#ty’s activity, the main areas and tasks of
Ministry’s activity, listens to reports of instifohs subordinate to the Ministry of the Environmestt.

the

NGO projects can also be financed under municipatial environmental support programmes defined

by Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Municipal &gal Environmental Support Programmes No
1607 of 10 June 2003 (Official Gazette ValstylZinios, 2003, No 61-2760) providing for the s@asrof

IX-

funds of this programme and the procedure for ushregn. Just like in the case of general spegcial

programmes, the sources of financing of municipaicgal programmes are fees for pollutant discha]

rges

into the environment, fees paid by part of huntang@a users for using game resources, voluntary

contributions and other legally obtained funds.d&@bhsn Order No 533 of the Minister of the Envirommn
of 2003 approving the form of the municipal spe@&alvironmental support programme report on
implementation of programme measures, instructimmscompleting it and the list of environmen
measures (Official Gazette ValstghZinios, 2004, No 50-1682), each municipality msighmit reports
on the use of these funds.

All Lithuanian institutions, bodies and communitgged organisations concerned receive ambien
quality reports by e-mail every day.

The Environmental Protection Agency has signed ecaippn agreements with six active NGOs operat

in the area of water: Nature Research and Enviroteh&ducation Station (Marijampg| the Lithuanian
Green Movement, ECAT Lithuania (both organisati@re located in Kaunas), environmental ¢

Zvejore (Klaipéda), public institution Vandens Namai and the BaHinvironmental Forum (Vilnius).

These organisations have become water informagatres.

Paragraph 5.14 of the Rules for the Issuance, Ralrsavd Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Preien
and Control Permits approved by Order No D1-33thef Minister of the Environment of 29 June 2(
(Official Gazette Valstyés Zinios, 2005, No 103-3829) defines the publicaemned in the context ¢
issuance of integrated pollution prevention andrmmpermits: “5.14. The public concerned is thdlou
which may be affected by the adoption of a decismissue or renew a Permit or the conditions
Permit, or which has interest in it. Within thisfidéion, non-governmental organisations promot
environmental protection and meeting requirememdeu the law of the Republic of Lithuania &
deemed organisations concerned.”

Associations, organisations or groups are parthelging to implement environmental objectives. Tl
participate in educational and informational coafees, seminars, protected area system employad
reports, offer advice on relevant environmentaluéss they are informed of ongoing proces
encouraged to present their opinions and conclasimiore taking administrative decisions, with {qg
projects implemented as well.

For instance, a project entitled “Let’'s Create \éal ogether” was implemented in 2008. A conferemc
the adjustment of protected areas for the disalled organised in 2009 (in association with
Lithuanian Union of Persons with Disabilities). TB&ate Service for Protected Areas under the Min
of the Environment (hereinafter “the Service”) hegpo organise a campaign entitled “Let’s Do 1t @01
Good Practice seminars at protected area diree®eatd at the Service, a conference with the Litiaung
Ornithological Society, the Lithuanian Green Moverenformation tours with the “green” media a

seminars on biodiversity issues with the Baltic iEmvmental Forum (BEF) have been organised.
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seminar dedicated to European Heritage Days (iocggon with the Council for the Protection of &it
Culture) will be held on 23 September 2010. Thevi8erhas organised a series of meetings of theicge
director with rural communities and the public cemed.

The Law on Water of the Republic of Lithuania (O#i Gazette Valstyds Zinios, 1997, No 104-2615;

2003, No 36-1544) governs the coordination of prafpan and implementation of river basin distf
management plans and programmes of measures. Alicaton board is formed for each river ba
district for this purpose. It includes representdi of state and municipal institutions and n
governmental organisations concerned. Decisionghef river basin district coordination board
advisory in nature.

Formulating the Lithuanian landscape policy, thedscape Division of the Ministry of the Environmé
gives much attention to the provision of informatito and education of society. Employees of
Division regularly participate in, support and h&dporganise forums, discussions, seminars, comfese
and competitions organised by non-governmental nisgions, science and education bodies,
information reports, act as mediators in searchfif@ncing, etc. The Coalition of Environmental Ng
Governmental Organisations is regularly consulteghmtected area management issues.

Support for applicants (including environmental +gmvernmental organisations) preparing 3
implementing the European Community’s Financiakrimaent for the Environment LIFE + projects
provided in accordance with the procedure approbgdOrder No D1-265 of the Minister of th
Environment of 11 May 2009.

(d) The provisions of the Convention are appliedbtith domestic and international activities. T
provisions of the Convention apply to EU membetestge.g. on 1-2 June 2010, Lithuania hosted

Baltic Development Forum (BDF), also known as “Badtic Davos”, where influential business, politi¢

and academic figures gathered together to disdussctirrent economic situation and possibilities
improve it, the EU policy towards the Baltic Segiom and look for cooperation opportunities).

The procedure for informing the institutions anaisty of an EU member state that is to experie
significant environmental effects is agreed durangss-border consultations. Such a procedure sh
ensure that the institutions and society of an Eémiver state that is likely to experience signiftg
environmental effects are informed of possibilittesexpress their opinion on a decision plannete
taken and are provided with information as to whitwey can familiarise themselves with an appro
spatial planning document, reasons for the seleaifoan alternative solution, measures for monitp
the effects of implementation of the spatial plagnidocument as well as with information on
inclusion of environmental issues in the spati@nping document, taking into account of informat
contained in the Strategic Environmental AssessniRaport, findings by strategic environmen
assessment entities, public proposals and thetsesfutross-border consultations, if any.

Ambient air quality data are sent to the Europeavirenment Agency (EEA) in the NRT (near real tin
mode.

Programmes of transboundary river basin districtasnees are coordinated with foreign count
according to international agreements. The pro@dor coordination of programmes of measure
established by the Government of the Republic d¢hdania or an institution authorised by t
Government.

Exchange of information on cross-border surfaceewhbdy monitoring and data on the state of w
bodies and the pollution load passing from Lithaata Latvia is regularly performed and joint samgl
in transboundary surface water bodies and interéibo/ comparative tests are performed with Pg
environmental institutions in accordance with vas@ooperation agreements.

When preparing River Basin District (hereinafter BIX’) Management Plans and Operatio
Programmes, information was exchanged and experigmgreparing RBD Management Plans
shared with representatives of various Polish tustins. Information on the state of water bodiess
exchanged and experience in preparing RBD Manageiams was shared with representatives
various Belarusian institutions. Environmentalexgp in planning economic activities are also dised
at meetings with representatives of the neighbtaies.
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The issuance of a permit for an installation thatyraffect the environment of another country shdngc
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considered to be an international decision in thea aof environmental protection. Such cases
governed by paragraphs 35-37 of the Rules for ¢kaance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integr

Pollution Prevention and Control Permits approved @rder No D1-330 of the Minister of the

Environment of 29 June 2005 (Official Gazette \4ddss Zinios, 2005, No 103-3829):
“35. If, based on a reasoned decision of REPD,adjmer of the installation indicated in Annex 1 hef{
Rules may have a negative impact on the environméminother EU member state, the REPD s

immediately present the Ministry of the Environmaeiith the information referred to in Annex 7 to see

Rules in relation to the accepted application feeamit.
Upon receiving the information indicated in thesfisubparagraph of this paragraph from the Regi
Environmental Protection Department or an applicafrom an EU member state likely to be stron

are
ated

hall

onal
gly

affected, the Ministry of the Environment shall ggat any information required to be presented or

announced under Annex 7 to the Rules to anotherbeestate at the same time as it is presentecet
public of the Republic of Lithuania for familiansg with this information.
Upon receiving similar information from anotHeU member state, the Ministry of the Environm

o th

ent

shall transfer this information to the EnvironmérRaotection Department of a relevant region, which

shall, in accordance with Chapter XI of the Rulasguaint the public concerned with it within t
territory of the region.

36. The REPD shall ensure that the public concenfethe Republic of Lithuania and the oth
member state has access to information on the @thoperation of an installation or a major chany
operation and has the right to express its opiraod submit applications before the REPD or
competent authority of the other member state ddeetits decision.

37. The Ministry of the Environment shall notifyolamember state consulted on the issuancg
renewal of a Permit about the decision taken ipaetsof the issuance or renewal of the Permit éadi
send it the information referred to in paragrapho?the Rules. Upon receiving similar informatiaorh
another member state, the Ministry of the Environmahall transfer this information to t
Environmental Protection Department of a relevagian, which shall, in accordance with paragraph
of the Rules, acquaint the public concerned withtihin the territory of the region.”

Regulations on Public Information and Participation the Spatial Planning Process approved
Government Resolution No 1079 (Official Gazette sgks Zinios, 1996, No 90-2099, 2007, No 3
1190; 2010, 78-4010) (hereinafter “Regulationsjoakstablish a requirement to agree on a det
procedure for informing the institutions and sogieff an EU member state that is to experig
significant environmental effects during cross-tesrdonsultations. Such a procedure should ensate
the institutions and society of EU member stateslyito experience significant environmental eféeate
informed of possibilities to express their opiniom a decision planned to be taken, an adoptedided
and are provided with information as to where thag familiarise themselves with an approved sp
planning document, reasons for the selection ofaléernative solution, measures for monitoring

effects of implementation of the spatial plannimguiment as well as with information on the inclasod
environmental issues in the spatial planning doauneking into account of information containedfie
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Strategic Environmental Assessment Report, findibhgsstrategic environmental assessment entities,

public proposals and the results of cross-bordesuitations, if any.

(e) Pursuant to Article 25 of the Constitution bé tRepublic of Lithuania, a human being must no
hindered from seeking, receiving and imparting linfation and ideas.

Freedom to express convictions, to receive and fimpBrmation may not be limited otherwise than
law, if this is necessary to protect the healtmdw and dignity, private life and morals of a hunteeing
or to defend the constitutional order. PursuantAtticle 30 of the Constitution, a person whg
constitutional rights or freedoms are violated khaVe the right to apply to court.

Any hindrance (punishment, persecution, etc.) fpeeson to use a right provided for in the Constity
save for the exceptions provided for in the Cousth, is illegal.

Pursuant to Article 5(1) of the Code of Civil Prdoee of the Republic of Lithuania, each pers
concerned has the right to apply to court in acaoce with the procedure established by law to diée
violated or disputed right or lawful interest oétherson.

I be

by

se

50N




13

It should be pointed out that the Code of Civil ¢&rdure provides for negative procedural consequeence

in the event of an unreasonable claim or abussut¢h a case, after consideration on the meritssabe
shall reject the unreasonable claim (in such a,dfgeclaimant shall cover the other party’s litiga
costs). Pursuant to Article 95 of the Code of ORrocedure, a party that has brought an unreas®
claim in bad faith or has knowingly acted agaimast &nd speedy hearing and settlement of a casebm
obliged by the court to compensate the other partyosses incurred by it. In addition, in the etveh
establishing any cases of abuse, the court maysenadine of up to LTL 20,000 on a person. Infore
to ensure effective judicial defence, by Resolutian1464 of 11 November 2009, the Government of
Republic of Lithuania submitted to the Parliamehttlte Republic of Lithuania a bill amending a
supplementing the Code of Civil Procedure wherg¢lwais proposed to establish that no stamp duty
be levied on parties’ applications and claims fompensation for losses caused by abuse of prode
rights.

Therefore, during each process, the court mussagbe validity of the claim, proportionality ofadins,
etc., and in the event of establishing that th@rcia aimed at restricting the rights of one of freeties,
may apply the aforementioned procedural measures.

nab
ay

the
nd
shal
dura

IV.OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 3

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleatientof any of the paragraphs of article 3 lis
above.

Economic (e.g. money from funds is absorbed graglaald therefore it is not possible to arrangeteors
centres at all directorates at once), public awesgn(public indolence, reluctance to cooper
inappropriate implementation of their rights andikilistic approach), civil society (civil sociefg still
forming in Lithuania, many society groups do notiddheir associations to operate more efficien
problems and problems related to cooperation withero institutions are encountered dur
implementation of the aforementioned provisionaudicle 3 of the Aarhus Convention.

There is poor NGO activity.
The Provisional Law on the Acquisition of Agricuili Land and the Law on Land Reform strongly lir
the possibilities of non-governmental organisatioostributing to the implementation of environmen
objectives to acquire state-owned land neededrfer@nmental activities, particularly agricultudaind,
as they are not on the list of entities receivitagessupport for land acquisition.

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE GENERAL
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 3

Provide further information on the practical apation of the general provisions of article 3.
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Assistance for persons wishing to exercise theghtsi is provided primarily by approaching fan

information representative of a state or municipslfitution (for instance, the functions of thearrhation
representative of the Ministry of the Environmerg performed by the Public Information Division)hay
provides information on the phone, at the instilutor by e-mail. If any special information is regd,
citizens can consult specialists in a relevant.aréar instance, the information representativelipbbs

contact information of the Ministry of the Enviroemt on its website, provides it to all informatipn

agencies on the phone and publishes it in infomnagiublications. In some places, information on

the

environment and centre functions is provided byi®&g Environmental Protection Departments, c¢ity

and district agencies located closest to each &itfan territorial unit. They also provide vario
information by phone, e-mail, direct consultationim writing. The service procedure and informat
telephone numbers are available on noticeboardsaofy municipal and other public institutions ortha
Internet.

The information representative or press servicarofnstitution is not the only source of information
the environment for the public. The provision dioimation is also initiated via environmental edima

us
on

projects and the media. Every year, the Ministryh&f Environment publishes overviews of the stdite o
the environment, information publications and pstélThematic campaigns according to approved

priorities and information campaigns are performedvironmental information is disseminated via the
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Internet, press, at conferences, seminars and bhgr aneans of information. The Ministry of t
Environment and institutions subordinate to it gisoticipate in educational projects organised thei
organisations or institutions (e.g. ecology schdgeeen key”, etc.).

In 2004, Abanas Kundrotas, the Minister of the Environment,nei) agreements on cooperation
environmental quality management between the Minisif the Environment and ten science &
education institutions of the country. The purpadethese agreements is to increase the ap
importance of science, create more favourable tiondi for effective use of available informationthre
areas of the state of the environment and enviroteherotection and to encourage science and edag
institutions to participate in the activities oftemational environmental information networks m
actively. The agreements establish the partiesgatibns in the areas of collection, analysis acidrgific

assessment of environmental data and informatidioymation exchange and examination. The pa
have cooperated before as well, but these agreserhamé created a legal basis for their cooperation.

Municipal and other public authorities prepare emwnental education projects according to appra
priorities and participate in them. They are fineshaunder municipal special environmental sup
programmes and from other sources. Municipal agtiwithis area is very different.

A few guides have been published, namely the Enwiental Impact Assessment Guide and the G
for the Strategic Environmental Assessment of Pkam Programmes. The purpose of the guides

disseminate information on the transposition of pnevisions of environmental impact assessment
strategic environmental impact assessment direciivi® Lithuanian law. The guides diagrammaticg
depict individual stages and procedures of the sassent process and clearly describe method
environmental impact assessment and strategicamagntal impact assessment.

VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 3

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

The website of the Ministry of the Environmehttp://www.am.It

http://www.vstt.It http://www.anp.lt http://labanoras.am;lt http://www.dzukijosparkas:|
http://www.cepkeliai.lf http://www.zemaitijosnp.jt http://www.anyksciuparkas;|
http://www.asvejosparkas.It http://www.arp.lt http://birzuparkas.jt http://dirpd.am. [t

http://dubysosrp.am;lt http://www.grazute.|t http://www.kaunomarios:|t http://krpd.am.lt

http://www.kurtuva.lf http://www.meteliuparkas;|t http://www.nemunodelta;l{
http://www.nemunokilpos.jt http://www.neriesparkas;|t http://www.prparkas.tinklet
http://www.pajuris.info  http://www.prpd.lf http://www.rambynoparkas;It http://www.salanturp.jt
http://www.sartai.info http://www.sirveta.lt http://www.trp.lt http://www.varniuparkas:lf]

http://www.veisiejuparkas:It http://www.ventosparkas;It http://www.vistytis.lt http://zagaresrp.am;|
http://www.kamanos.jt http://www.viesvile.lf http://www.zuvintas.lt http://www.pavilniai-verkiai.lf
http://www.seniejitrakai. |t http://www.kernave.org http://www.vilniauspilys.lt
http://gamta.lt/cms/index?rubricld=266d9067-c3133@548-0150f9¢9196a
www.upiubaseinai.jtwww.gamta.lt

A list of institutions, bodies and community-basedanisations concerned that are informed of antl
air pollution levels every day is providedtdtp://oras.gamta.lt
Ambient air quality data are provided on the Inétrathttp://eyeonearth.ein the NRT (near real time
mode.

Information on spatial planning is provided on thebsites of all Lithuanian municipalities, e
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VIl. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON ACCESSTO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION INARTICLE 4

List legislative, regulatory and other measures implement the provisions on access to environaie
information in article 4.

Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has begrleimented. Describe the transposition of the rele
definitions in article 2 and the non-discriminatioequirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, an

2Nt

va
|




15

particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures takendore that:

(i) Any person may have access to information withmaving to state an interest;

(i) Copies of the actual documentation contairengomprising the requested information are sugplie
(iif) The information is supplied in the form recaed;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the time limisiged for in paragraph 2 are respected,;

(c) With respect to paragraphs 3 and 4, measukes ta:

(i) Provide for exemptions from requests;

(i) Ensure that the public interest test at thd ehparagraph 4 is applied;

(d) With respect to paragraph 5, measures takemsare that a public authority that does not hbél
environmental information requested takes the rsargsaction;

t

(e) With respect to paragraph 6, measures takemgare that the requirement to separate out ané mak

available information is implemented;
() With respect to paragraph 7, measures takeansoire that refusals meet the time limits and therg
requirements with respect to refusals;

(g) With respect to paragraph 8, measures takengaore that the requirements on charging are met.

State and municipal institutions and bodies arenddfin Article 2(4) of the Law of the Republic
Lithuania on Civil Service (Official Gazette Valbs Zinios, 2002, No 45-1708, 2009, No 75-30
“State and municipal institutions and bodies agrasentative, head of the state, executive andiglg
authorities, law enforcement institutions and bsdiastitutions and bodies performing audit andticor
(monitoring), other state and municipal institusoand bodies financed from state or municipal btgl
and state funds, which have been granted publidrasimation powers in accordance with the proced
set forth in the Law on Public Administration”.
Paragraph 4 of the Specification of the procedardlfe provision of information on the environmeént
the Republic of Lithuania to the public approved@®yvernment Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1
(Official Gazette Valstybs Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2040,19-864) defines thi
term as follows: “Institution: the Government, meipal or another authority; other natural or le
persons performing public administration functiondiose decisions have or may have an effect of
environment; natural or legal persons subordinatehe indicated institutions or controlled by thg
institutions, whose activities have or may havetiact on the environment.”

The term “environmental information” used in natbregal acts corresponds to that defined in
Convention. In Lithuania, this term is defined in Article 1(14f the Law of the Republic of Lithuania ¢
Environmental Protection (Official Gazette ValsigbZinios, 1992, No 5-75) and paragraph 2 of
Specification of the procedure for the provisionimfiormation on the environment in the Republic
Lithuania to the public approved by Government Regm No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Offici
Gazette Valstys Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 20N®19-864).

The term “public” used in documents governing thevision of information corresponds to the termcu
in the Convention. According to paragraph 4 of 8pecification of the procedure for the provision
information on the environment in the Republic afthuania to the public approved by Governm
Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Official 6t Valstylds Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, |
26-831, 2010, No 19-864), “The public means onseseral natural or legal persons, their associst
organisations or groups”.

The term “public concerned” is defined in Articl¢22) of the Law of the Republic of Lithuanian
Environmental Protection (Official Gazette ValstghZinios, 1992, No 5-57): “public concerned sk
mean one or more natural or

legal persons affected or likely to be affected dmcisions, acts or omissions in the field of
environment and protection thereof as well assatilon of natural resources or having an intereshe
process of adoption of these decisiofscording to this definition, associations and otpablic legal
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thereof) established in accordance with the proeedaid down in legal acts and promoti
environmental protection shall in any case be dektime public concerned.”

Article 3(9) of the ConventionParagraph 4 of the Specification of the procedorettie provision of
information on the environment in the Republic afthbania to the public approved by Governm

Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Official &g Valstylds Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No
26-831, 2010, No 19-864) defines the term “applitarich is very broad and does not limit the perso

applying for information: “Applicant means a natuvalegal person who has submitted an applicéior]
information on the environment.” Article 2(6) ofetibaw of the Republic of Lithuania on the Right
Receive Information from State and Municipal Ingiins and Bodies (Official Gazette ValstglZinios,

2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008) defines thdiegmt as follows: “Applicant means a citizen oéth

ent

to

Republic of Lithuania, a citizen of a country ttets signed the European Economic Area Agreement, a

foreign national having a residence permit in tlep@blic of Lithuania or a group of these persorisgal
entity of the Republic of Lithuania, legal entities other organisations registered in a country tzes
signed the European Economic Area Agreement oesgnitative offices and branches thereof establi
in the Republic of Lithuania.” Pursuant to Articl® of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania

shed
DN

Environmental Protection (Official Gazette ValstgbZinios, 1992, No 5-75), foreign citizens and

stateless persons shall perform the duties of ititeeies of the Republic of Lithuania establishedthig
Law and shall hold all the rights of the citizerighee Republic of Lithuania stipulated in this Lawnless
other laws of the Republic of Lithuania provideexthise.

(a) (i) Pursuant to paragraph 7 of the Specificatibthe procedure for the provision of informatimm the

environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the jpulpproved by Government Resolution No 1175 of

22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValsggbZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2(N6,19-
864), information must be provided to inquirersheiit demanding to indicate the purpose for whig
information is required.

(i) Pursuant to Article 17(1) of the Law on thegRi to Receive Information from State and Munici
Institutions and Bodies (Official Gazette ValstgbZinios, 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008),
view of the applicant’s application, the applicamhy be provided with information orally, allowinet

th

pal
“In

applicant to familiarise himself with a documentegenting a certificate, an extract or copy of a
document, an electronic medium, an audio, videaustio and video record and access to informdtion

files. If no form of provision of information is indicated the application, the body must provide it ie
same form as the application received.”

(iif) According to paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Speatfon of the procedure for the provision of infation
on the environment in the Republic of Lithuaniathe public approved by Government Resolution

th

No

1175 of 22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValsytZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010,

No 19-864), information must be provided in thenforequested by the applicanif. the applicant doe
not indicate the form of provision of informatiom the information cannot be provided in the fg
indicated by the applicant for technical reasomsif the information has already been providedhe
public in another form, or the body reasonablyéweds that the information should be provided intlagiQ
form, the information must be provided in a forntested by the body (indicating the reasons).

(b) According to paragraphs 11 and 13 of the Spetibn of the procedure for the provision
information on the environment in the Republic athbania to the public approved by Governm
Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Official &g Valstylds Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, N
26-831, 2010, No 19-864), information must be piledi to the applicant within 14 calendar days of
date of receipt of the application. If an instituticannot reply to the applicant within 14 calerdiays due
to the scope and complexity of the information exjad, the head of the institution may extendithe
limit for replying by up to 14 calendar days, bl tentire time limit may not be longer than a mooith
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the date of receipt of the application.

(c) (i) Chapter Il of the Specification of the pexure for the provision of information on f
environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the jwulpproved by Government Resolution No 1175
22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValstﬂﬁbZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2(NO,19-
864) provides a list of cases when public authesitmay not provide information on the environmg
This list basically coincides with the list provitlen the ConventionInformation may not be presented
an applicant applies for information which the itugion does not have and is not obliged by legds @0
have it; if an inquiry is very abstract or illogisaformulated and the applicant fails to correcupon a|
written request; an application is related to infation and data that are still being accumulatezhared
or unprocessed, provided that this does not viglat#ic interest.

Pursuant to paragraph 18 of the Specification efglocedure for the provision of information on

environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the lulapproved by Government Resolution No 1175
22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValstghZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2040,19-
864), institutions also must not provide informatibthe submission thereofwould disclose informatiol
which, under the law, is a state or official secvatuld violate the interests of state security defence
protected by law; would have a negative effectrdarnational relations; would violate the rightadair
trial protected by law or would be deemed, underl#w, an obstacle for judicial or public auth@dtito
conduct an investigation or hearing of a crimiwaljl or administrative case (procedure); wouldctbse
information which, under national or European Unlaw, is a commercial (industrial) secret or wo
violate the confidentiality of statistical data addta on taxpayers protected by law; would vio
intellectual property rights protected by law; wbuindermine the legal protection of personal d
except for the cases provided for in the Law of Republic of Lithuania on Legal Protection of Peralo
Data (Official Gazette Valstyis Zinios, 1996, N0o63-1479; 2003, No 15-597; 2008, No 22-804), the |
of the Republic of Lithuania on Provision of Infaation to the Public (Official Gazette ValstghZinios,
1996, No 71-1706; 2006, No 82-3254) and the Lawthef Republic of Lithuania on Documents g
Archives (Official Gazette Valstyis Zinios, 1995, No 107-2389; 2004, No 57-198); wohhve a
negative effect on the protection of the environtrterwhich such information relates, e.g. wouldrha
rare species and communities protected by lawy tiebitats, finding sites and growth sites; is tedlato
internal administration and institutional coopewati provided that this does not violate public et

he
of

pNt.
if:

the
of

N

uld

ate
ata,
Law

nd

Al

would have a negative effect on the interests oé@es who have voluntarily presented information

without being obliged by laws or other legal actsptesent such information or would pose a threg
their security.

The confidentiality of commercial and industriafarmation is governed by the Law on Competition
the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazette ValstgZinios, 1999, No 30-856) which defines commer
secrets.

In the context of preparation of integrated podatiprevention and control permits, environmel
information, including information on pollutant essions from an industrial installation into t
environment, is public and freely available to thblic in the Republic of Lithuania. Cases in whan
operator applying for an Integrated Pollution Prgien and Control Permit does not want to publi
disclose commercial, technological and similar infation are discussed in paragraph 21 of the Rate
the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of IntedgrBt#lution Prevention and Control Permits appro
by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of the Environmef 29 June 2005 (Official Gazette Valsigh
Zinios, 2005, No 103-3829): “The operator can Syewihat data the operator considers to b
commercial (industrial) secret. Such informatioralsmot be included in the application but shall
provided in a special envelope and shall be stdwedhe REPD in accordance with the proced
established by legal acts. Data indicated by theraipr as a commercial (industrial) secret mayh®sg
distributed or otherwise provided to third partrgghout the written consent of the operator.”

(i) According to paragraph 19 of the Specificatiointhe procedure for the provision of information
the environment in the Republic of Lithuania to fhelic approved by Government Resolution No 1
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of 22 October 1999 (Official Gazette VaIsébeinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2N®19-
864), in all cases where information is not prodidé is necessary to make sure that it is moreoitamt
to protect the interests specified in paragrapbfit8iis Specification than to ensure the applicanght to
get information. Paragraph 20 of the Specificatbthe procedure for the provision of informatiam the
environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the jmllso emphasises the need to ensure the pybdt
information related to environmental pollution.

(d) According to paragraph 10 of the Specificatbrthe procedure for the provision of informatiamthe
environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the jwulpproved by Government Resolution No 1175
22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValstﬂﬁbZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2(N6,19-
864), if a written request is received by an insitin that does not have the requested informatios
institution shall, within three working days of tate of receipt of the request, send the requetig
competent authority having the requested infornmatiwotifying the applicant thereof. If a part ofef
requested information is at another institutior itstitution that has received the request shgdt@ach
the institution having the information with a requéor such information and shall notify the apatit
thereof.

(e) According to paragraph 20 of the Specificatbthe procedure for the provision of informatiamthe
environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the lulpproved by Government Resolution No 1175
22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValstghZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2040,19-
864), if a part of information can be segregatedifthe information not to be provided that is sfiediin
paragraph 18 of the Specification, the institutstrall present the part of the requested informatia
can be provided without prejudice to confidentjaliéquirements for the information not to be prexc
upon notifying the applicant thereof.

(f) According to paragraph 19 of the Specificatadrthe procedure for the provision of informatiaom the
environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the jwulpproved by Government Resolution No 1175
22 October 1999 (Official Gazette ValstﬂﬁbZinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2(N6,19-
864), the applicant shall be informed, within 14ecdar days of the date of receipt of the applicatthat
information related to the exceptions referrednt@aragraphs 16 and 18 of the Specification witl e
provided, indicating the reasons for the refusgbriovide the information and the procedure fonflia
complaint about the decision in accordance witragaaph 15 of the Specificationin all cases wher
information is not provided, it is necessary to makire that it is more important to protect therests
specified in paragraph 18 of this Specificatiomtb@ensure the applicant’s right to get informatio

(g) According to Article 6(6) of the Law of the Rdgic of Lithuania on Provision of Information thet
Public (Official Gazette Valstys Zinios, 1996, No 71-1706; 2006, No 82-3254), garphs 11 and 12 g
Government Resolution No 1391 approving the procedor the registration and provision of offic
information of state and municipal, government addhinistration institutions and other state-finah
organisations to people or public information proghs (Official Gazette Valstys Zinios, 1996, No 116
2720), and paragraph 26 of the Specification of ghecedure for the provision of information on t
environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the lwbpproved by GovernmentResolution No 1175 of
October 1999 (Official Gazette Valsg®Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 20N®,19-864),
information available to or intended for the ingiibns is free of charge. Pursuant to Article 2§Bthe
Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Right to d@e Information from State and Municip
Institutions (Official Gazette Valstgls Zinios, 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008, 2008,75-3064;
2010, No 63-3088), all information on the actistief an institution in performing the functionsigsed
by legal acts shall be available to all and shalpbovided free of charge. Article 8 of this Laetails the
charging procedure: “1. Institutions shall providéormation free of charge, except in cases whestate
duty or a statutory fee is charged for the provisibinformation. 2. A fee for the provision of arfnation
must not exceed the costs of preparation and poovief information with a reasonable return
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information established in accordance with laws aiter legal acts, indicate the amount of stateedudr
a fee for the provision of information if the infoation is provided for a fee. 4. At the applicaméguest,
institutions shall provide justification for the lcalation of a state duty or a fee for the prowvisiof
information.” According to paragraph 27 of the Sfieation of the procedure for the provision

information on the environment in the Republic athbania to the public approved by Governm
Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Official &g Valstylds Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, N
26-831, 2010, No 19-864), the applicant shall coweely the costs of provision of information

accordance with the procedure laid down in laws @thér legal acts (pay for copying, publishing,.)etc

Government Resolution No 1039 of 1 September 2@pdoxing the procedure for reimbursing the cg
of document copying (Official Gazette ValseghZinios, 2000, No 10-236) establishes the procedur
paying for copies.This is consistent with the provisions of the Cartian.

VIIlI. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 4

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleatientof any of the paragraphs of article 4.

IX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE PROVISIONS
OF ARTICLE 4

Provide further information on the practical apgation of the provisions on access to information
article 4, e.g. are there any statistics availablé¢he number of requests made, the number ofalsfasnd
their reasons?

As already mentioned before, information repredems offices, i.e. units or employees responsible
the provision of information according to the “ost®p shop” principle, have been establishec
institutions to facilitate access to informationccrding to the Rules for considering applicatiarfs
individuals and for providing services to them ablic administration institutions, bodies and otpablic
administration entities (Official Gazette ValstghZinios, 2007, No 94-3779), institutions must [ideva
summary of environmental information availabletierh, indicate the form of information recordingnéi
limits for the provision of information to inquirgr service prices, the payment procedure and (
requirements. Ministry of Environment unit respibies for the provision of information according ttee
“one-stop shop” principle collects information.

X.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 4

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

XI.LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING THE
PROVISIONSON THE COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
INFORMATION IN ARTICLE S
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List legislative, regulatory and other measured thagplement the provisions on the collection 3
dissemination of environmental information in deié.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has begreimented. Describe the transposition of the reie
definitions in article 2 and the non-discriminatioequirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, ang
particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures takendore that:

(i) Public authorities possess and update environahéformation;

(ii) There is an adequate flow of information tdpa authorities;

(iif) In emergencies, appropriate information iss#iminated immediately and without delay;

ind

va
1

(b) With respect to paragraph 2, measures takemsare that the way in which public authorities mgk

environmental information available to the pubkctransparent and that environmental informatio
effectively accessible;

n is
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(c) With respect to paragraph 3, measures takemsare that environmental information progressi
becomes available in electronic databases whicheassly accessible to the public through pu
telecommunications networks;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4, measures takpnlitish and disseminate national reports on thie si3
the environment;

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the informaggerired to in paragraph 5;

(f) With respect to paragraph 6, measures takeméourage operators whose activities have a stgnif
impact on the environment to inform the public fegly of the environmental impact of their actiesi
and products;

(g) Measures taken to publish and provide infororaéis required in paragraph 7;

(h) With respect to paragraph 8, measures takaetelop mechanisms with a view to ensuring
sufficient product information is made availablehe public;

(i) With respect to paragraph 9, measures takesstablish a nationwide system of pollution invele®
or registers.
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All information regarding the definitions in Artel2 and Article 3(9) is provided above (see Artit)e

(@) () The obligation of state government, adntmaison and control institutions (within thei

competence) to collect and disseminate environrhe@rftamation is established by Article 8 of thewg
of the Republic of Lithuania on Environmental Potien (Official Gazette Valstyds Zinios, 1992, No 5
75). State government, administration and contrsfitutions must, within the sphere of their corepee:
observe changes in the quality of the environmeut iaform the public thereof, establish ecologiga
sound and technically feasible environmental quahégulations and standards; comply with

reasonably reject the proposals of citizens, thélipuconcerned, other legal and natural pers
concerning environmental protection issues; makaipwconomic activity projects which may have
harmful effect on the environment; prevent econoreitities from violating environmental law
regulations and standards; evaluate and give dosideration to proposals of the public regarding
mandatory nature of environmental impact assessofgmbposed economic activities; evaluate and

due consideration to proposals of the public reggrénvironmental impact assessment of propq
economic activities and potential environmental actp of proposed economic activities; ens
compensation for damage or negative impact on tmaranment and punishment of the pers
responsible for causing damage to the environnf@ough unlawful activities; organise environmer
education and training, provide information on tmevironment in accordance with the establis
procedure; encourage citizens, the public conceroéer legal and natural persons to participatthén
adoption and implementation of decisions in th&f@ environmental protection; demand, in accoodg
with the established procedure, that the respamgibtsons take preventive, environmental restaoratiq
other environmental protection measures as wealbagol the implementation of these measures.

(i) The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Enuvmmental Monitoring (Official Gazette Valst§h
Zinios, 1997, No 112-2824: 2006, No 57-2025) presidor the structure of environmental monitori
Under this Law, the system of environmental momiigiconsists of state, municipal and economic &f
environmental monitoring. A State Environmental Moring Programme is being prepared
accordance with the Law of the Republic of Lith@on Environmental Monitoring (Official Gazet
Valstybes Zinios, 1997, No 112-2824: 2006, No 57-2025) &wate Environmental Monitorin
Regulations approved by Order No 160 of the Mimistethe Environment of 2002 (Official Gazel
Valstybss Zinios, 2002, No 40-1514; 2007, No 4-179). Undeis Programme, many differe
government and academic institutions in Lithuarafect data and information on the state of differ
elements of the natural environment, analyse thfsrmation and provide data to relevant st
institutions. The State Environmental Monitoringo§amme for 2005-2010 was approved

Government Resolution No 130 on 7 February 2005i¢i@f Gazette Valstyés Zinios, 2005, No 19-608;

2008, No 104-3973). The State Environmental Momtpr Programme for 2005-2010 defin
environmental objectives and main tasks, the implaation of which requires monitoring of the state
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the natural environment on a national scale, pewidr measures of implementation of these tabks;

scope and operators, the measure financing systenmeed for funds and distribution over the intida

period.
In accordance with the General Municipal EnvirontaéMonitoring Regulations approved by Order
D1-436 of the Minister of the Environment of 2004fficial Gazette Valstyks Zinios, 2004, No 130

t

No

4680; 2007, No 76-3035), municipal institutions anmge and perform environmental monitoring and

accumulate data on it within their territories. Avesific procedure for performing municipal
environmental monitoring (monitoring sites, objeqiarameters, frequency, monitoring methods, &g.)

established in municipal environmental monitorimggrammes prepared by municipal executive bodlies,

agreed in accordance with the procedure laid dawlegal acts and approved by municipal coun
Municipal environmental monitoring data meeting tieguirements established for state environme
monitoring data may be used for state environmeantalitoring purposes.

Based on the Procedure for performing economidyeativironmental monitoring approved by Order
230 of the Minister of the Environment of 2003 (Ol Gazette Valstyks Zinios, 2003, No 50-224(
and other legal acts, economic entities perfornuioh source monitoring and environmental monitgr
as well as provide monitoring data to relevant arties.

Therefore, the existing legal framework enabledesgovernment and administration institutions
constantly accumulate, disseminate and updatea@maental information.

(iif) The provision of information in extraordinagnvironmental situations is governed by the Lauhef
Republic of Lithuania on Civil Protection (Offici&azette Valstyts Zinios, 1998, No 115-3230; 200
No 159-7207). Order of the Minister of the Envineent amending Order No 248 of the Minister of
Environment of 20 May 2003 on actions in extraoagynenvironmental and other emergency situat
and accidents, and management of elimination ofctihresequences thereof (Official Gazette Valssy
Zinios, 2008, No 129-4937) is observed as wellthimevent of an extraordinary environmental situngt
a brief report on the environmental situation asdenvironmental effects must be prepared. Reteaaah
urgent information is published on the websitethefMinistry of the Environment and the Environnagi
Protection Agency.

Order No D1-631 of the Minister of the Environmehtthe Republic of Lithuania of 29 December 2(
on the provision of data and information in accoaa with Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 of f{
European Parliament and of the Council of 18 Jan2866 concerning the establishment of a Eurog
Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amgr@ouncil Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/
governs the provision of data and information tdljmuauthorities and the European Commiss
Paragraphs 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 of Order No D1-631ilsti@ the procedure for the provision of operatuag
to public authorities:

“2.1. In accordance with the requirements of Adiblof the Regulation, operators obliged to proddta
and information on facilities shall provide the alaand information to the Regional Environmer
Protection Department which controls the territetyerein the respective facilities are located;

2.2. Operators shall provide only those data afatimation referred to in the Regulation that hawt
been provided when reporting in accordance withrégpiirements of the Procedure for state statls
accounting and provision of data on the use of magources and the Procedure for the monitorireh
reporting of pollutant release into the ambient approved by Order No 408 of the Minister of

Environment of the Republic of Lithuania of 20 Deteer 1999 approving the procedure for monitof
pollutant release into the environment, and the té&/&anagement Rules approved by Order No 21|
the Minister of the Environment of the Republid.@huania of 14 July 1999;

2.3. Operators shall submit data and informatiortie past calendar year to a relevant REPD by iV
of the current year.”

In accordance with paragraphs 2.5, 2.6 and 2. 77déONo D1-631 (2.5. REPDs shall evaluate the gu

of data and information provided by operators icaadance with Article 9(2) of the Regulation; 2|

Evaluating the quality of data and information pd®d by operators, REPDs shall have the right ko
operators to specify or correct the data and inédiom provided or to provide additional data &
information; 2.7. REPDs shall present the EPA wédthdata and information on facilities required
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Annex Il of the Regulation by 1 June every ye&ggional Environmental Protection Departments shall
check the data and information received and slhdlingt them to the Environmental Protection Agency

responsible for presenting Pollutant Release amohsfer Register data to the public and the European

Commission.

(b) The nature, scope and main conditions of proni®f information are governed by the Law of the
Republic of Lithuania on the Right to Receive Imfation from State and Municipal Institutions (Oidic
Gazette Valstyks Zinios, 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008, 2098,75-3064) and Government
Resolution No 875 of 22 August 2007 approving thles for considering applications of individualsian
for providing services to them at public administn institutions, bodies and other public admir@gon
entities (Official Gazette Valstgs Zinios, 2007, No 94-3779). The public must bebéethto familiarise
themselves with the adopted procedures for theigioov of information. As already mentioned befare,
information representative’s offices, i.e. unitsemnployees responsible for the provision of infaiiorg
have been established at institutions to facilitateess to information. According to the Rules |for
considering applications of individuals and for yding services to them at public administration
institutions, bodies and other public administratentities (Official Gazette Valstyb Zinios, 2007, Ng
94-3779), institutions must provide a summary ofiemmental information available to them, indicate
the form of information recording, time limits ftwe provision of information to inquirers, servigeces,
the payment procedure and other requirements. Hisite of the Ministry of the Environment provides
summary of environmental information indicating wkavironmental information is available to thetsta

and municipal institutions and bodies that provittesl data based on which the summary has been drawn

up.

According to the Specification of the proceduretfa provision of information on the environmenthe
Republic of Lithuania to the public approved by @mment Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999
(Official Gazette Valstyés Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2(040,19-864), institutions
must make all necessary efforts to make the enwviesrial information available to them or intended|fo
them easily accessible to the public through putdlecommunications (Internet networks, electranic
databases) or ensure that the information is stor@dform or format facilitating immediate infortian
recovery or receipt by means of computer telecomaations or other electronic means.

A lot of environmental information is available time websites of the Ministry of the Environment and
subordinate bodies. Available environmental infdaiprais also presented in written, electronic oother
form or provided on request by other state and mpai institutions. A thematic index helps to find
information on the website of the Ministry of the\Bronment.

Pollutant Release and Transfer Register data aeeglon the website of the Environmental Protegtion

Agency athttp://gamta.ltand are free of charge and freely available topghblic. The website alsp
provides a link to the European Pollutant Releask Eransfer Register containing data and infornmatio

on the largest polluters of other EU member states Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. The persons

concerned wishing to get additional information megntact Regional Environmental Protection
Departments responsible for the completeness, stensly and reliability of information. Contact dita

of Regional Environmental Protection Departments @ovided in the Pollutant Release and Transfer

Register for each facility separately.
Ambient air quality data analyses are carried nwidcordance with Order No 596 of the Ministerled |t

Environment of the Republic of Lithuania of 12 Ded®er 2001 on ambient air quality assessment

(Official Gazette Valstybs Zinios, 2001, No 106-3828; 2002, No 81-3499, 20N6 42-2042, No 70
3496).

(c) In order to ensure the growth of the amountaewessibility of information using the latest teclogy
and the Internet, on 18 April 2003, the Governnedrthe Republic of Lithuania approved Resolution [No
480 approving the Specification of general requeata for the websites of state and municipal
institutions and bodies (Official Gazette Valstgt¥Zinios, 2003, No 38-1739; 2006, No 115-4376; 2009
No 154-6976). The purpose of the specificationoigmable the public to get all public information |0
state and municipal institutions, bodies and thections, drafted laws, other standard legal acts
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related legal information on the Internet, equalise websites of bodies, ensure their efficienty
relevance and reliability of information contained them, search options, website development

and

regular updating of information. The provided imfa@tion must be structured and regularly updated in

view of the frequency of exchange.
According to the Specification of the proceduretfa provision of information on the environmenthe

Republic of Lithuania to the public approved by @mment Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999

(Official Gazette Valstyés Zinios, 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2(040,19-864), institutions

must make all necessary efforts to make the enwviesrial information available to them or intended
them easily accessible to the public through putdlecommunications (Internet networks, electrg
databases) or ensure that the information is stor@dform or format facilitating immediate infortian
recovery or receipt by means of computer telecomaoations or other electronic means. This condit
is fulfilled because all state and municipal ingtdns have their websites.
All bodies subordinate to the Ministry of the Emriment and Regional Environmental Protect
Departments have their websites providing all infation related to the activities of these bodieb.
information accumulated by the Environmental Pridd&cAgency in accordance with the procedure
down in legal acts (information on river basinsg tquality of water bodies, reports on varig

international projects, conference overviews, repon research in the area of environmental mandor
state air monitoring measurements, material reltdedtegrated pollution prevention and control,psa

various schemes, etc.) is regularly published auited on the website of the Agencytip://aaa.am.lt

In 2008, ten main state institutions, including EfeA and the State Service for Protected Areasruhée

Ministry of the Environment, managing spatial data the environment were implementing a proj

entitled Development of Lithuanian Geographic Infation Infrastructure (LGII).This project is aimed

nic
ion
ion
A

aid
us

at developing an open interoperable state geogragdta repository and electronic services that doul

enable citizens, companies and public authoritteget the latest geographic data from primary sl
effectively. The purpose of the National Geograghformation Infrastructure is to link data of difent
data providers and electronic services as well alsenthem simultaneously available to an as widges
of users as possible. This project includes creatiba long-term Lithuanian Geographic Informat
Management Strategy and a methodological frameworkcollecting, managing, coordinating st
geographic data and providing them to all users.siAgle Lithuanian geographic informati
infrastructure will be created in the course of lempentation of this strategy: the information staue
covering the whole country, which connects managérgarious geographic data sets, will gradually|
expanded.

Seeking to start the implementation of informatteshnology projects in the environmental sector

be

as

soon as possible, by Order No D1-276 of 27 May 2088 Ministry of the Environment approved the

Programme for the Installation and Development efiBters, Cadastres and Information Systems U
Information Technology in the Environmental Sectdihe purpose of the programme: seeking to en
the implementation of the tasks of measures “E-@uwent Services” and “Intelligent Managemé

Systems” of the Economic Growth Action Programmierfy “Information Society for All”, to create

favourable conditions for the provision of publide@ronic services in spatial planning, urb
development, housing construction, forestry andirenmental sectors, as well as improve th
accessibility by developing spatial informationtsyss. The programme provides for the developme
functionality of the Integrated Environmental Infaation Management Computer System (IEIMCS).

The IEIMCS project, i.e. development of new elegsicaenvironmental information services, is underv
to ensure expeditious collection, organisation awdilability of environmental information to theeus
concerned and to the public via the Internet. dtomplementation will be beneficial to all targgoups
of this project: will enable economic entities yichng data to environmental agencies to providedhta
electronically; will enable the staff of the Mimigtof the Environment and subordinate bodies toaget

manage information on environmental pollution mexeeditiously; will ensure access to this inforroat]

for specialists, scientists, project developers #edpublic, thus improving the environmental ediace|
of the public. The implementation of the projectlviacilitate abandonment of the provision of daia
writing, thus reducing the likelihood of errors angproving the collection, organisation, accesgipand
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faster provision of information on the state of #mevironment to users and the public. It will besgible
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to integrate environmental self-monitoring datathe state environmental quality control system.
environmental information portal integrating datamagement, use and provision environments
registered users and publicising of environmemt@rmation for the public is being developed inartb
achieve the project objectives. The environmemtidrimation portal will create technical conditiofos
informing the public and institutions concernedtd quality of the environment and its changes.
Pollutant Release and Transfer Register data aeeg@lon the website of the Environmental Proteg
Agency athttp://gamta.ltand are available free of charge. Lithuaniandessis are regularly informe
about the ambient air quality on the Interndttfh://oras.gamta.lt

All Lithuanian institutions, bodies and communitgged organisations concerned receive ambien
quality reports by e-mail every day. A list of iistions, bodies and community-based organisat
concerned that are informed of ambient air pollutevels every day is providedlatp://oras.gamta.lt
The State Service for Protected Areas under theskfynof the Environment has created and maintai
public Internet access to the data of the Statea§lesl of Protected Areas http://stk.vstt.It/stk/ The
Service also regularly publishes information onpared and approved protected area planning docarn
and publishes these documents on its website.

(d) Every year, the Ministry of the Environment psbes a publication on the state of the envirornniel
Lithuania (State of the Environment), which prowdeformation on the state of the environment dred
main environmental problems. The publication istriisted to the public, government and acade
institutions.

A digital version of this publication is providech the websites of the Ministry of the Environmentz
the Environmental Protection Agency. Analyses oéfemlvironmental quality data are available on
Internet, e.g. annual ambient air quality reporéspublished on the Internetlatp://oras.gamta.lt
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(e) The measures specified in the previous paragfepare used when disseminating the information

referred to in Article 5(5) of the Convention. Thdormation indicated in the list is available dmet
websites of the Ministry of the Environment and aalinate bodies as well as the Parliament of
Republic of Lithuania. Laws and other legal actsaublished in Official Gazette Vals@Zinios, which
is available to the public, in accordance with phecedure established by legal acts.

All information on international agreements sigifetthin the competence) is provided on the websife
the Ministry of the Environment, the Environmerabtection Agency and other institutions.

(f) Acting in accordance with the Economic Entitpironmental Monitoring Regulations approved
Order No D1-546 of the Minister of the Environmefht2009, economic entities perform pollution sou
monitoring and environmental monitoring, providenitoring data to the relevant authorities and infg
the public in established cases. For instance, a@oan entities performing regular measurements
emissions from sources of pollution into the aid aurface water are obliged to publish the resuit
regular measurements of pollutant emissions/diggsaon the Internet and uptade them regularly.eiC

the
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economic entity environmental monitoring data arevjged to the public in accordance with the

procedure laid down in legal acts governing thevigion of information to the public (see Article. 3)
Participation by organisations in a Community ecaragement and audit scheme (EMAS) is gove
by Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 of the Europeani&@aent and of the Council allowing volunta
participation by organisations in a Community ecaragement and audit scheme (EMAS).
Government resolution on the application of thisgiation has been adopted and a sch
implementation programme has been approved in &ittau Companies that have installed EMAS infg
the public about their results every year. Thesapanies and companies marking their products ant
eco-label are enabled to inform the public by digsating information on the website of t
Environmental Protection Agency.

Economic entities performing monitoring of actie#i introducing advanced technology and partiaigs
in a Community eco-management and audit scheme woluatary basis are encouraged by letters
thanks of the Ministry of the Environment.
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(g) The Ministry of the Environment and subordindiedies publish various factual and analytical
information on the environment and internationaleagnents, a list of which is availablevatvw.am.l|t
under the rubric of News. It has been decided agpublish periodic information handouts (e.g. the
information publication Ministry of the Environmefdr the Public) any more, as other more effective
distribution channels — the media and the Interfedve been chosen.

(h) Implementing the Convention on access to in&diom, public participation in decision-making
access to justice in environmental matters in respé the award of the Community Ecolabel,

Environmental Protection Agency dtttp://gamta.lt under the rubric of “Pollution Prevention:
Environmental Labelling” and are available to theblpc. The rubric of “Pollution Prevention:

was provided to Naujoji Ringuva and information the award of the Ecolabel for personal compu
was provided to Komparsa.

(i) On 21 May 2003, the European Community and rotieentries, including Lithuania, signed a Protocol
on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (hadtent'the Protocol”). Under the Protocol, eachtp&o
the Protocol shall establish a National Pollutasteese and Transfer Register. The European Pdilutan
Emission Register started functioning in Februgd94£ Based on the provisions of Order No 136 of|the
Minister of the Environment of 2002, all companigsrforming respective activities and exceeding

established pollutant emission thresholds in Lithaawere obliged to submit reports to the releyant
authorities. The collection of data in accordandh the requirements of the European Pollutant Eiois
Register in Lithuania was started in 2004 as well.

Seeking public access to pollutant emission dateeva European Pollutant Release and Transfer Regist
(E-PRTR) was adopted in January 2006. The procdduithe provision of pollutant release and transfe

data was established by Order D1-631 of the Minisfethe Environment of 29 December 2006, with

REPDs designated as the competent authorities ichvdompanies had to provide data and information
on pollutant release and transfer and the publiddcpresent requests. The year 2007 was establahied

the first reporting year.

X11. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleatientof any of the paragraphs of article 5.

XI1l. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 5

Provide further information on the practical apation of the provisions on the collection and
dissemination of environmental information in dei®, e.g. are there any statistics available a@n| th
information published?

Concerning environmental labelling: Weekly Zaliadasaulis (Green World), article “European




26

Community Eco-Label Flower” on 14 April 2005; 20@&blication “Economics and Environmen

al

Protection. Eco-Labelling Systems in Lithuania amthe World. Prospects of Environmentally-Friengdly

Business”, articles “Principles and Importance obHabelling”, “Eco-Labelling Systems in Lithuanig
“Development of Eco-Labelling Systems in Variousu@wies”. J. Mditnait’s article “Will We Buy
Eco-Friendly Lithuanian Refrigerators” was publidhia the weekly Zaliasis Pasaulis (Green World)
16 November 2006. A poster “Products Awarded EOI&me!” was published in 2008.

XIV.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Paragraph 3 of this article specifies the inforomatio be presented, which is provided on the websif

the Ministry of the Environment, subordinate indittns and the Parliament of the Republic of Litnaa

atwww.am.ltandwww.Irs.It.

on

The Internet addresses of Lithuanian municipaliaes available on the website of the Association of

Local Authorities in Lithuania atww.lsa.lt
http://gamta.lt

XV.LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC ACTIVITIESIN
ARTICLE 6

List legislative, regulatory and other measureg thglement the provisions on public participation
decisions on specific activities in article 6.

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has begreimented. Describe the transposition of the reie
definitions in article 2 and the non-discriminatioequirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, ang
particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures takendore that:

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied withspect to decisions on whether to permit propd
activities listed in annex | to the Convention;

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied to d&mns on proposed activities not listed in annewhich
may have a significant effect on the environment;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the public coeceis informed, early in an environmental decisi
making procedure, and in an adequate, timely afedtaéfe manner, of the matters referred to in paaply
2;

(c) Measures taken to ensure that the time franietheo public participation procedures respect
requirements of paragraph 3;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4, measures takengore that there is early public participation;

(e) With respect to paragraph 5, measures takendourage prospective applicants to identify thielipu
concerned, to enter into discussions, and to peoviformation regarding the objectives of th
application before applying for a permit;

(f) With respect to paragraph 6, measures takemsore that:

() The competent public authorities give the pahldoncerned all information relevant to the decis
making referred to in article 6 that is availabiehe time of the public participation procedure;

(ii) In particular, the competent authorities gitee the public concerned the information listed st
paragraph;

(g) With respect to paragraph 7, measures tak@msare that procedures for public participatiooval
the public to submit comments, information, anatyseopinions that it considers relevant to theppsed
activity;

(h) With respect to paragraph 8, measures takemsare that in a decision due account is takehe
outcome of the public participation;

(i) With respect to paragraph 9, measures takeansure that the public is promptly informed o
decision in accordance with the appropriate proeesju
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(j) With respect to paragraph 10, measures takesnsure that when a public authority reconsider
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updates the operating conditions for an activifgmed to in paragraph 1, the provisions of parglysa2
to 9 are applied making the necessary changesyhece appropriate;

(k) With respect to paragraph 11, measures takemppdy the provisions of article 6 to decisions
whether to permit the deliberate release of gealgticmodified organisms into the environment.

on

The following laws and regulations regulate theljuparticipation and information of the public alig
decisions adopted in respect of the proposed ecarewstivity:

» Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Environmentaldact Assessment of the Proposed Economic

Activity (Official Gazette No. 82-1965, 1996; No. 84-3105, 2005).

» Description of the Information of the Public andrtRdpation in the Process of Environmental
Impact Assessment of the Proposed Economic Actapiyroved by Order No. D1-370 of 15 July 2005 of

the Minister of Environmenfficial Gazette No. 93-3472, 2005; No. 89-4732, 2010).

The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Environmanimpact Assessment of the Proposed Econgmic
Activity defines the concepts of the public and lmubconcerned, including non-governmental

organisations, provides that the public is a pgaiat in the process of environmental impact assesg

which gets involved in the environmental impacteassnent procedure at its earliest stage commencing

with the publication of information about the deygdd programme for environmental impact assess
of the proposed economic activity or the publicatid the screening conclusion.

ment

The Law on Environmental Impact Assessment of tlmw&sed Economic Activity defines the concepts

of the public and public concerned:
Public concerned shall mean the public affectelikely to be affected by, or having an interestthe

proposed economic activity. For the purpose of tHefinition, non-governmental organisatigns

participating in the solution of environmental grction problems and meeting the requirements o
of the Republic of Lithuania shall also be deenwebéd public concerned.

Public shall mean one or more natural or legalgersnd their organisations, associations or grou
In order to implement the resolution of the thiréating of the parties to the United Nations Ecormm|

aw

ps
mi

Commission Convention on Access to Information,lleUParticipation in Decision-making and Access to

Justice in Environmental Matters (hereinafter neférto as the Aarhus Convention) held in Riga o113
June 2008, which recommended Lithuania to takenaflessary legal administrative, etc., mean
guarantee that the Aarhus Convention is duly impleed, the draft Law Amending the Law

Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposeahdua Activity was prepared and submitted to
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania for considematiwhich expanded the definition of public conesr

stating that public concerned was not only the ipudifected by the proposed economic activity Hsba
the public having an interest in the environmerpaet assessment of the proposed economic actileéy;

Iy
5 to
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the
N

draft also established that associations and ophddlic legal persons (except for natural persons

incorporated by the state or municipality or thestitutions) that were incorporated as prescribgdhe

laws and regulations and that were promoting enmrental protection shall always be deemed to be the

parties concerned.

The public shall, in accordance with the prescripeatedure, submit proposals regarding environnhenta

impact assessment of the proposed economic actanty the likely effect of this activity on the

environment and its components to the developettaitite drafter of documents of environmental intpac

assessment, while the copies of the proposal magubanitted to the competent authority and to

the

entities of environmental impact assessment. Aitigipants in the process of environmental impact

assessment shall, during the carrying out of praasdof environmental impact assessment and inet

It

competent authority adopts a decision, have thétrip refer to the competent authority (the
Environmental Protection Agency, 8 regional envin@mtal protection departments) and entitie§ of

environmental impact assessment in charge of puidalth, protection of cultural properties, f
protection, municipalities and counties on the essfalling within the scope of their competence
submitting in writing the information on possibléhation in identifying, describing and assessihg

likely effect of the proposed economic activity tke environment or when carrying out the procedofgs

re

by
t

environmental impact assessment. The applicatigorafisions of this law as well as decisions addpte

by the competent authority may be appealed to cBanticipants in the process of environmental ichpa

assessment shall, in accordance with the procdaigrelown by the law, be responsible for the priovis
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of the correct information and the conclusions dadisions made within the scope of their competeng

(&) (i) The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Emwmental Impact Assessment of the Propg
Economic Activity approved the following two lists:

1. The list of proposed economic activities subjean environmental impact assessment (Annex ]

2. The list of proposed economic activities subjecscreening for environmental impact assessr
(Annex 2).

Activities of both lists are subject to the procertuof environmental impact assessment. The a
lists include activities listed in Annex | to th@@ention.

(i) The procedure of environmental impact assessgraball be applied when the implementation of
proposed economic activity may affect the areasthef Natura 2000 network, and the institut
responsible for organisation of protection and ngenaent of protected areas establishes that treste
may be significant.

Procedures of environmental impact assessment alsall apply if the participants in the process
environmental impact assessment of the proposetbeto activity require and the competent autho
decides that the screening for mandatory enviromah@mpact assessment is conducted also in regpé
the proposed economic activity not included inghl lists.

Where in compliance with the procedure laid downtbg laws and regulations of the Republic
Lithuania the proposed economic activity is awartlesl status of an object of the State border o
object of national defence, and application of @i@ons of the Law on Environmental Impact Assesdn
of the Proposed Economic Activity to this activityay have an adverse effect on the goals of §

defence, the competence authority shall decide casa-by-case basis whether such an activity igsub

to the requirements of the said law. There wersuah cases in practice.

(b) A report on environmental impact assessment ©mstain a comprehensive analysis of all the is:
provided for in the programme, analysis of the raliéves studied by the drafter of documents
environmental impact assessment and proposal® gfuhlic, environmental monitoring plan, informati
on the technical or practical problems encountésethe organiser (developer) of the proposed ecan
activity or its authorised drafter of documents esfvironment impact assessment in the cours
environmental impact assessment, a summary ofrfire énformation considered in the report.

When performing procedures ensuring the transpgrehenvironmental impact assessment, all citiz
and public organisations participating in the pebiearing shall be registered, their speeches blag
recorded, and their proposals shall be registemddhasessed according to the established procedure,
Pursuant to the Law of the Republic of LithuaniaEnvironmental Impact Assessment of the Propg
Economic Activity, all information related to thegwision of information of the public and makinget
report on environmental impact assessment pubiforfnation about announcements, announcemer
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newspapers, proposals submitted by the public @asgésament of such proposals, report on making

information available to the public, the list ofrp@pants, etc.) shall form an integral part loé report on
environmental impact assessment. Therefore, wheanmalecisions, competent authorities shall h
statistical data on the involvement of the public.

Provision of information to the public and the papation of public concerned in the process oingray
integrated pollution prevention and control pernfiBPC permits), and information about the dat#hef
Permits Database on granted, updated, adjustedaandlled permits as well as limited polluta
emissions and sources of pollution is regulatedhapter XI “Access to Information and Pub
Participation in the Permit Procedure”, Chapter “Rérmits Database and Provision of Informationd
Chapter XIV “Final Provisions” of the Rules of Gtang, Updating and Annulment of Integrat
Pollution Prevention and Control Permi@fiicial Gazette No. 103-3829, 2005; No. 133-5410, 2007; |
1-12, 2009; No. 126-5457, 2009; No. 13-634, 20h@yginafter referred to as the IPPC Rules).

(c) Comprehensive procedures of public participatawe provided in the act implementing the |z

ave
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Description of the Information of the Public andrtRapation in the Process of Environmental Imp

act
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Assessment of the Proposed Economic Activity apgddwy the order of the Minister of Environment
the Republic of Lithuania regulates the participatof the public in the process of environmentgbaict
assessment. Pursuant to this Description, puldticrimation and participation procedures are as Wto

of

1. Notice of the assessment of environmental impadhefproposed economic activity (notice of the
screening conclusion as to whether the proposedoecic activity is subject to mandatory environménta

impact assessment, and notice of a developed pnogeafor environmental impact assessment);

2. Granting of access to the report on environmentglact assessment of the proposed econpmic

activity to the public;

3. Information about the decision made in referendéégproposed economic activity.

Having received the screening conclusion from thenmetent authority as to whether the propag
economic activity is subject to mandatory environtakimpact assessment, the developer or the dr
of EIA documents must inform the public about it &ynouncing the following information in areas
high concentration of people, in the national neapgps and in the newspapers of the city/citie

5
region/regions of the proposed economic activitythe notice board of the municipality, and, whergv

sed
afte
of

or

possible, on the radio and TV: the name, addredsedephone of the developer of the proposed ecanpm

activity; what proposed economic activity will barded out; the location (county, city, region,lage,
street) of the proposed economic activity; what petant authority (the Environmental Protect
Agency or a regional environmental protection dapant) has drawn the screening conclusion a
whether the environmental impact assessment is ataryd where, when and until when more deta
information about the proposed economic activity ¢ obtained (the address and telephone o
developer is provided); to whom and until when os&sl proposals to reconsider the screening concly
should be submitted (the address and telephorfeeafdmpetent authority, the developer or the drafftg

EIA documents, and the deadline (10 working dagsnfthis publication) is provided); where one ¢

obtain more detailed information about the scregmanclusion and screening documents (the adc
and telephone of the competent authority, the d@ezlor the drafter of EIA documents, and the deac
(10 working days from this publication) is provided

on
S to
led
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The competent authority (the Environmental Protecthgency or a regional environmental protection

department) shall announce the approved screenmgusion on its website.

The public shall be entitled to submit reasonegbpsals to reconsider the screening conclusion mitBi
working days from the announcement of the screecamglusion.

Where the public submits proposals to reconsiderstireening conclusion, the competent authority
entities of EIA of the proposed economic activitye developer and the drafter of EIA documents elé
as representatives of public concerned, which stiédhproposals, shall consider reasoned proposdl
draw the final screening conclusion within 10 warkidays. The developer or the drafter of E
documents must inform the public about the finakening conclusion by publishing information of t
specified form about the adopted final screenimchigsion in the local or national newspapers.
The competent authority must announce the adoped Screening conclusion on its website and n
provide the inquiring representatives of public emed with a reasoned answer regarding the
screening conclusion in writing within 10 working@y$ from the date of the adoption of the fi
screening conclusion.

(d) Prior to providing the programme for EIA to #es of environmental impact assessment,
developer or the drafter of EIA documents mustnmfdhe public about the developed programme
EIA by announcing information in the city/regionmational newspapers (whenever possible, on the
ant TV, on the developer’'s website) and in the geotboard of the municipality/neighbourhood. T
information shall also be provided to the competarihority (in writing/by e-mail), which shall push a
notice of the developed programme for EIA on itsbsite and shall submit it in writing to th
representatives of public concerned that submipieghosals regarding the proposed economic act
and/or environmental impact assessment of suchvitgctiThe notice shall cover the followin
information: the name, address, telephone and fféxeodeveloper of the proposed economic activiig;
name, address, telephone and fax of the draftdoofiments of environmental impact assessment g
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proposed economic activity; the title of the progab®conomic activity; the location (county, citggion,
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neighbourhood, village, street) of the proposednendc activity; entities of environmental impact
assessment that will analyse documents of enviratah@npact assessment falling within the scope of

their competence and will submit conclusions; tbenpetent authority that will make a decision on
permission of the proposed economic activity in skeéected location; where, when and until when
programme for EIA is available (the address ane fpariod is stated; 10 working days are recomme

the
the
nded

for making the programme for EIA available); infation that reasoned proposals are submitted to the
developer or the drafter of EIA documents (the edslrand contact persons are stated) and that adpies

the proposals can also be submitted to entitigslAfand the competent authority with due considerat

to the scope of their competence.

(e) The Description enables the developer and ttadted of documents of environmental imp
assessment to take the initiative and additionallgrm the public, to publish notices in other ared

high concentration of people (e.g. in notice boafdpublic organisations, shops, housing commusjitie

to provide information using other means (such @spmass media, the delivery of notices to hou
sending notices by mail or e-mail, etc.).

(f) Where, prior to approval of a programme for EtAe council of a municipality within the territo

ACt

Ses

L

whereof an economic activity is proposed to beiedrout adopts a reasoned negative decision regardi

the feasibility of the proposed economic activity accordance with the provisions of the Law
Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposech@o@ Activity, the competent authority sh
promptly organise the announcement of such decisitime website of the Ministry of Environment.

Having developed the report on environmental impasessment of the proposed economic activity
drafter of EIA documents or the developer must ighibthe following information using the same m

on
all

the
ASS

media that was used for announcing (the developofethie programme) at least 10 working days pear t

the expected public meeting with the public: theneaaddress, telephone and fax of the developtreof

proposed economic activity; the name, addressphielee and fax of the drafter of documents

of

environmental impact assessment of the proposewdoedo activity; the title of the proposed econoric

activity; the location (county, city, region, neurhood, village, street) of the proposed econg
activity; entities of environmental impact assessimgnat will analyse assessment documents fa
within the scope of their competence and will sulwonclusions; the competent authority that willke
a decision on the permission of the proposed ecanantivity in the selected location; where, wherul
until when the report on environmental impact assent of the proposed economic activity is avadla
(the venue, address, telephone and the time aradislehfor making the report available is statedis
information shall also be provided in writing toetlhepresentatives of public concerned that subadn
proposals regarding the proposed economic actaitgt/or environmental impact assessment of §
activity.
The report on environmental impact assessment baugtade available to the public at least 10 work
days prior to the expected public meeting with plablic; where and when (the venue, address ang t
the report will be made available to the publicwibom (the address of the developer or the draifte
documents of environmental impact assessment dad) and how (e.g. in writing, by e-mail, et
reasoned proposals regarding the report on envigatahimpact assessment of the proposed econ
activity should be submitted before the report &dmavailable to the public. The report on envirental
impact assessment must be made available to thkc putd exhibited in the office premises of
municipality/neighbourhood or in any other venueleseed and coordinated with tf
municipality/neighbourhood within the territory wigef an economic activity is proposed to be car
out, at the time convenient to the public outsite working hours (it is recommended to make thente
available to the public on days other than workdays). Moreover, the developer or the drafter
documents of environmental impact assessment magide conditions to the public to access the re
on environmental impact assessment at its princifieie.

Chapter Xl “Information of the Public” of the prabere approved by Order No. 620 of 5 December 2
of the Minister of EnvironmentJfficial Gazette No. 15-634, 2003; No. 64-2913, 2003) in line wiile
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provisions of Directive 1999/13/EC provides thagiomal environmental protection departments n
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ensure that at least applications for authorisatomew installations that use solvents or forstabtial
changes of those installations are made availallarf appropriate period of time to the publicet@able

it to submit proposals before regional environmeptatection departments reach a decision. Infoiongt

about the binding environmental provisions andgwpplicable for operators of installations and libie
of registered and authorised activities shall belemavailable to the public. The results of the rainig
of emissions of volatile organic compounds defimedChapters VIl and IX and as required under
authorisation or registration conditions must bedenavailable to the public. Regional environme
protection departments shall register authorisapooposals submitted by the public, and the
departments shall consider such proposals wherapngpthe decision regarding the authorisatione
decision of regional environmental protection dépants, including at least a copy of the authoosat
and any subsequent updates in relation to theisstiallations, except any confidential informatiomst
also be made available to the public.

the
ntal
said
Th

(g) Before the commencement of or during a publieeting the developer or the drafter of HIA

documents shall appoint a chairman and a secrftearydeveloper and the drafter of EIA documents

are

recommended to act as the chairman and the segdretad register participants. Speeches delivered

during a public meeting shall be included into tfieutes.

During the public meeting, the developer or theftdraof EIA documents authorised by the developer
shall introduce the developer and the drafter & &bcuments, describe the proposed economic activit

and present the report on EIA, answer any questiont assess the proposals submitted by p
concerned and received prior to the commencemeheaheeting.

The minutes shall state the following: the date wedue of the public meeting; participants (thé dis
registered participants is enclosed); the titlehaf considered report on EIA; a short report dedideby

ublic

the developer or the drafter of EIA documents omirenmental impact assessment of the propased
economic activity; consideration and assessmeptagosals submitted by public concerned and redgive

prior to the meeting; speeches of the participantthe issue under consideration; that the paantgpare
aware of the procedure and deadlines for makingrtimeites available to the public (stating where

until when the minutes will be available to thetm#pants).

The time period for making the minutes public slo#l3 working days from the date of their signat
Comments on the minutes shall be submitted to ages of the meeting in writing, stating the f
name/corporate name and address of the persontsnritie comment and the date of submission.

and

re
ull

Having received the report on environmental im@esstessment, conclusions of entities of environrhénta
impact assessment of the proposed economic activitthe report and the permission of the proposed

economic activity, and the reasoned assessmeatsbned proposals of public concerned providethé
drafter of documents of environmental impact assess$, the competent authority shall issue
announcement in the website of the Ministry of Eowment. The announcement will provide

y t
the
he

following information: the name, address, telephand fax of the developer of the proposed economic
activity; the name, address, telephone and faxhef drafter of documents of environmental impact

assessment of the proposed economic activity; itleedf the proposed economic activity; the locat
(county, city, region, neighbourhood, village, stjeof the proposed economic activity; the datel
when public concerned may submit written reasonezpgsals on issues of environmental imp
assessment of the proposed economic activity t@dhgpetent authority and to entities of environraé
impact assessment on issues falling within thempetence. The deadline for the referral: 10 work
days from the date of this announcement).

(h) Authorities shall provide written responsesé¢quests of the public. Prior to making a decisibe,
competent authority shall invite entities of enwineental impact assessment, the drafter of docunudn
environmental impact assessment and representativiie public that submitted reasoned proposa
participate in the consideration.

Using the established form, the developer or tladteir of documents of environmental impact assess
shall develop a reasoned assessment of reasonpdspt® submitted by public concerned and g
provide a written response to the representatifgaublic concerned that submitted reasoned propc
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regarding the assessment of their proposals.

If the report on environmental impact assessmeatthabe substantially amended (e.g. new locatipns,

technology alternatives, mitigation measures, e, proposed) after it has been made availabteetp

public and after the competent authority and esgitf environmental impact assessment have suldmitte

reasoned conclusions, the competent authority $taadé the right to request that the developer ef

th

proposed economic activity repeatedly makes theected or amended report on environmental impact

assessment available to the public.

Within 10 days after granting or updating the Peérfar installations listed in Annex 1 to the Rules,

regional environmental protection departments shédkrm the public about it (using the availableans
of information) stating the following informatiorwhen, to what operator and for what economiovegt
the Permit has been granted or updated; where &ed the public may have access to the Permit
conditions established in the Permit as well asrinftion and reasons regarding the consideratio
comments and proposals of public concerned whenngdke decision to grant or update the Permit.

At the applicant’s request, regional environmemabtection departments shall provide informat
related to granting or updating a Permit as welldata stored in Permits Databases following
procedure established by laws and regulations.

The operator shall make the results of its envirental monitoring available to the public.

Data of Permits Databases, including the resulengifronmental monitoring, (except for informatitrat
is deemed to be commercial/trade secrecy) mustvaiahble to the public during the working hours,
provided by the Law of the Republic of Lithuania thhe Right to Receive Information from Public a
Municipal Authorities and Institution©fficial Gazette No. 10-236, 2000; No. 139-5008, 2005).

(i) The competent authority shall announce infoioraabout the adopted decision on the permissio
the proposed economic activity in the website & Rhinistry of Environment within 10 working day

the
n of

on
the

as
nd

n of
S

following the adoption of the said decision. The@mncement must include the content of the decision

and all related conditions, the principal reasosisitd the adoption of the decision; information whibe
provided measures to prevent, mitigate or compenta adverse effect of the proposed econdg
activity on the environment. Both the decision #melannouncement include aspects of the informatig

the public and participation in the process of emunental impact assessment. The decision forntlaend

form of providing information about the adopted idem is approved by the law.

mic
n

Having received the decision of the competent aitthon the permission of the proposed economic

activity in the selected location, the developalisimnform the public about it within 10 working y& by
announcing information about the decision of thengetent authority to permit the proposed econg
activity in the selected location using mass méitiia same mass media that was used for annourir]
screening conclusion and the development of thgrarome).

When the economic activity proposed to be carrigtwathin the territory of the Republic of Lithuanis
likely to have a significant adverse effect foroaeign state, which is a party to the 1991 UN Cotios
on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transbayn@antext, or when this foreign state requires
perform environmental impact assessment, the publadl participate in the process of environme
impact assessment in compliance with this Convantibe Law of the Republic of Lithuania ¢
Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposedcd&oe Activity, treaties to which the Republic
Lithuania and the respective foreign states arggsaand other laws and regulations.

Provision of information to the public and the papation of public concerned in the process oingray
Permits shall be organised by regional environmepratection departments (hereinafter referred ¢
REPD). Having received an application to grantpdate the Permit for installations listed in Anrieio
the Rules, REPD shall inform the public within 18yd using available means of dissemination

information (city, regional or national newspaparstice boards of a municipal authority, and, whvene

possible, electronic information means). The anoeurent shall state the following: where and for w
installation/object of economic activity, for whatonomic activity the Permit is expected to benggd
or updated; what is the operator; where and whésrnration provided in the application under th¢
Rules are made available to the public; the namthefauthority participating in making the decis
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regarding the granting or updating of the Pernatywthom and until when reasoned proposals ca

n be
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submitted regarding the granting or updating ofRleemit. Public concerned shall have the rightutonsit
proposals and comments within 21 day from the datke publishing of the said announcement.

Regional environmental protection departments Sfeajister proposals received from public concernned

and shall consider them when preparing the Peiirhig. Permit shall be granted only upon the expinat

of the final date for the submission of commenid proposals.
Public concerned as well as non-governmental osgdions that promote environmental protection
meet the requirements prescribed by the Lithualaan and other interested parties shall have g b

o

and

appeal decisions and acts or omissions of regiemaironmental protection departments related to

granting, updating, adjusting and annulment of Fleemit, including the participation of the publio,

court as of the date of the decision to acceptagmglication for the Permit, following the procedure

established by the law.

Regional environmental protection departments shathin the scope of their competence, ensure
practical information regarding the right to appéatisions and acts or omissions related to grgn
updating, adjusting and annulment of the Permduiting the participation of the public, to courtany
other competent authorities, is made availabla@egoublic.

() The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Enviraental Protectionfficial Gazette No. 5-75, 1992
guarantees the right to obtain information on thevirenment; to participate in the process
environmental impact assessment of the proposetbatio activity; to submit reasoned proposals on

mandatory nature of environmental impact assessmentconduct public environmental impact

assessment. The Law provides that State governaeéministration and control institutions shall, lift

that
tin

of
the

the scope of their competence, comply or dismissaaeasoned basis, proposals of citizens, public

organisations and other legal and natural persegarding environmental issues; inform the publioutl

projects of economic activities likely to have averse effect on the environment; give due conatcer

to reasoned proposals of the public on the mangatature of environmental impact assessment of the
proposed economic activity; assess reasoned prigpafsthe public on environmental impact assessment

of the proposed economic activity and the likelyeef of the proposed economic activity on
environment; encourage citizens, public organisati@nd other legal and natural persons to parteipg
the adoption and implementation of decisions infigle environmental protection.

the

Information of the Public on Environmental Matteygproved by the Government and Regulation on the
Storage of Documents of the Ministry of Environmelmformation of the Public upon Request, and

Attending to the Visitorsapproved by the Ministry of Environment enable fhéblic to receive al
information related to environmental impact assesgrfrom public authorities.

(k) Regulation for information of the public and kg participation in issuing permits for use

genetically modified organisms and genetically rfiedi products Qfficial Gazette No. 62-2832, 2003;
No. 4-127, 2006) has been drafted in accordande k@tv No. 1X-375 of the Republic of Lithuania on

Genetically Modified Organisms of 12 June 20fficial Gazette No. 56-1976, 2001; No. 34-141
2003; No. 77-2967, 2006), the Aarhus Conventionyr@@d Directive 2001/18/EC, Council Directiy
2009/41/EC. This Regulation was approved in 2003Chger No. 299 of 2003 of the Minister

Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. This REgion regulates information and participation loé
public in issuing permits for use of geneticallydii@d products.

Regulation applies to information and participatadrthe public in issuing permits and authorisation
contained use of GMM/GMO, deliberate release ih®d&nvironment of GMO or placing of GMO in t
market as products or as a constituent of othetymts.

The Ministry of Environment organises the compdatiand storage of information on use of genetic
modified organisms and their products in the Repubf Lithuania and making such informati
available to the public through the Database ofedeally Modified Organisms (http://gmo.am.It), a
this is done without violating any information cal@ntiality or intellectual property rights.

XVI. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impletientof any of the paragraphs of article 6.
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DN
nd




34

XVII. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6

Provide further information on the practical apation of the provisions on public participation
decisions on specific activities in article 6, eage there any statistics or other information lakdé on
public participation in decisions on specific aitiés or on decisions not to apply the provisiohghis
article to proposed activities serving nationaletel purposes.

XIX. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONSMADE FORTHE PUBLICTO
PARTICIPATE DURING THE PREPARATION OF PLANSAND PROGRAMMESRELATING
TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

n

List the appropriate practical and/or other pranisi made for the public to participate during the

preparation of plans and programmes relating toetm@ronment, pursuant to article 7. Describe
transposition of the relevant definitions in agi@ and the non-discrimination requirement in katig,
paragraph 9.

the

The description of the regulation for the strategitvironmental assessment of plans and programmes
approved by the Government of the Republic of lathia defines the public. Public shall mean on¢ or

more natural or legal persons and their assocmtiorganisations or groups. Other concepts usdigein

Description, including the concept of ‘public comed’, are defined by the Law on Environmern

Protection Qfficial Gazette No. 5-75, 1992; No. 70-3472, 2010): “public comesl shall mean one or

more natural or legal persons affected or likelpecaffected by decisions, acts or omissions irfiéhe of
the environment and protection thereof as welltdisation or natural resources or having an irgera
the process of adoption of these decisions. Acaogrth this definition, the associations and othgblio
legal persons (with the exception of the legal pessestablished by the State or a municipality
institutions thereof) established in accordancénhie procedure laid down by legal acts and pramya
environmental protection shall in any case be tedoublic concerned.”

Article 52 of the Law on Territorial Plannin@fficial Gazette No. 107-2391, 1995; No. 21-617, 200
the public shall mean one or more natural or lggasons as well as their associations, organisabo
groups.

Article 34 of the Law on Territorial Plannin@fficial Gazette No. 107-2391, 1995; No. 21-617, 200

tal

or
ti

A4):
n

A4):

the public concerned shall mean the public affeciedikely to be affected by the solutions of the

territorial planning documents being prepared oictviinas an interest in implementing the said sohgj
for the purposes of this definition, non-governna¢mtrganisations promoting environmental protect
and meeting the requirements under national laW Bealeemed to have an interest.

Article 19 of the Law on Territorial Plannin@fficial Gazette No. 107-2391, 1995; No. 21-617, 200
organisers of planning shall mean the Governmettt@Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter referrecas
the Government) or the entities of public admiaistm authorised by it, the director of the munidify
administrator, the director of the protected are#harity, legal and natural persons organising
preparation, coordination, consulting thereon dsliguhearing or territorial planning documents dhelir
submission for approval.

The Law on Equal TreatmenDfficial Gazette No. 114-5115, 2003; No. 76-2998, 2008) estabtishe
duty of public and municipal authorities and ingitns to implement equal treatment.

The opportunity of the public to participate in thevelopment of plans of protected areas shalletieed
by the said provisions of the participation of fheblic in the process of territorial planning. Tineblic
may submit proposals from the very start of theapiag process. The developed plans shall be prdy
to the public during public hearing. If no cons@l&n is given to proposals, the public may applyhte
authority supervising the territorial planning av tourt. Consolidated provisions guarantee e

ion

A4):

the
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opportunities for the public to participate in pesses and do not create any preconditions
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discrimination under the grounds provided in A#i8I(9) of the Aarhus Convention.

The description of the regulation for the strategivironmental assessment of plans and programmes

ensures consulting with the public, consideratibithe results of such consulting and other procesl
ensuring the transparency; the public will be abl@articipate in the assessment of the solutidribe
territorial planning documents as well as othengland programmes, and the originators of a plaen

programme shall inform the public about the adoptedision.If it is decided that the strategic

environmental assessment is not carried out, tiggnator of a plan or a programme shall inform veh
the reasons behind such decision are made avaitatite public. The originator of a plan or a paorgme
shall consult the public and provide it with thepoet and the draft plan/programme, and — if
assessment is related to the solutions of thedaaii planning documents — the report and thetgwnis
developed at the stage of formulation of the cohoéghe plan. The originator of a plan or a pragnae

shall inform the public about the adopted decisiod indicate where the following is made availablée
the public: the approved plan or the programmeyidexl means for the monitoring of the implementatio

of the plan or the programme; the description, Whiciefly indicates how environmental issues

ur

or

er

the

v

are

reflected in the plan or the programme; to whaeethe adoption of the decision gave considered
information provided in the assessment report, ksimans of the entities of the assessment, proposal

submitted by the public; to what extent the adaptié the decision gave considered the results ags:

border consulting, if any; why the consideration alfernatives led to the selection of the adopted

alternative of the concept of the plan, the progrenor the territorial planning document.

The description of the regulation for the partitipa of the public in the strategic environmental
assessment of plans and programmes and for thenafion of the entities of assessment and the Membe

States approved by the order of the Minister ofinvment of the Republic of Lithuania ensures that
public shall be provided with the opportunity torfpapate in the strategic environmental assessroé
plans and programmes, it shall be consulted astall be able to participate in a public hearinghef
report of the strategic environmental assessmemt, that the public shall also be provided with

Nt

the

opportunity to know the decisions adopted in relatto the adoption and/or approval of a plan gr a

programme. Pursuant to this description, publitigaation procedures are as follows:
1. Announcement of the strategic environmentalssseent of plans and programmes;

2. Making the report on the strategic environmeasslessment of plans and programmes as well as the

draft plan /programme available to the public;
3. Information about the adopted decision on th@@gl of a plan or a programme.

When performing territorial planning, strategic gammental assessment of plans and programmes and
procedures ensuring the transparency of envirormhenpact assessment, all citizens and public

organisations participating in the public hearih@lsbe registered, their speeches shall be redpated
their proposals shall be registered and assesseddatg to the established procedure.

Public consulting documents (certificates of thiemsission of proposals, minutes certifying availiypilo

the public, the list of participants, informatiobcait announcements) shall form an integral parthef
assessment report of the strategic environmentaésament. Therefore, when making decisi
competent authorities shall have statistical dat¢éhe participation of the public.

Provisions of Article 7 and Article 6(2) and (3)tbe Aarhus Convention shall be implemented by:

bns,

1) informing the public about the commencementlahping in the Official Gazette, websites of the

organiser of planning (State Service for Protecfegdas under the Ministry of Environment) a
municipalities, and in local newspapers. Informatstates the proposed activity (a), the natureostible
decisions /objectives of planning/ (b), the pulaligchority responsible for making the decision /aigar
of planning/ (c); also, paragraphs |, Il, lll (tatively), IV, V and E of item 6;

2) informing the public about the developed pland public hearing in websites of the organise

nd

r of

planning (SSPA) and municipalities, local newspagard notice boards of neighbourhoods. Information

states the proposed activity (a), the effects afsfimbe decisions /objectives of planning/ (b), public
authority responsible for making the decision /oigar of planning/ (c); also, paragraphs I, Il,
(precise), 1V, V, VI (using paragraph IV) and Eim 6.

The public is informed at the initial stage; it caubmit proposals and actively participate in thecpss.
Information is provided in writing in respect ofalaproposal submitted by the public when the sutiech
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proposals are approved; also, reasoned refusensidew the proposals is provided. Material of pthees
ensuring the transparency form an integral patewitorial planning documents; such material inids a|
report on the participation of the public and a sary of received proposals.

For the purpose of providing the public with theess to information about ambient air quality, sanb
air quality management programmes and plans far ttmplementing measures, enabling the publig
participate in the decision making, and for thepoge of implementing Directive 2008/50/EC of |
European Parliament and of the Council of 21 Mag&6n ambient air quality and cleaner air for Eeg
Article 4(1) of the Law of the Republic of Lithuanon Ambient Air Protectiondfficial Gazette No. 98-
2813, 1999; No. 54-2468, 2010) provides that thaistiy of Environment and the Ministry of Hea
shall establish the procedure of informing the mubhuthorities and institutions concerned abowat
levels of ambient air pollution; Article 4(3) eslzbes that the ambient air quality managem

to
he

p

th
th
ent

programmes and plans for their implementing measdeveloped by executive municipal authorities in

order to prevent limit or other values of pollutiand alert thresholds established by this law flmimg

exceeded must be made available to the public.ewhiticle 9 establishes that if am alert threshisld
exceeded, institutions authorised by the MinistfyEmvironment and the Ministry of Health sha

promptly inform the public and take measures taiceda threat to human health and the environn
following the procedure established by the MinistfyEnvironment and the Ministry of Health. For {
purpose of the implementation of the provisiongta$ law, the new wording of the description of
procedure of informing the public, authorities anstitutions concerned about the levels of amban

pollution (Official Gazette No. 157-7111, 2009; No. 82-4363, 2010) was amutoy Order No. D1t

803/V-1065 on 24 December 2009, while Order No.ZB84- of 12 April 2010 of the Minister ¢
Environment QOfficial Gazette No. 43-2071, 2010) respectively amended the gegnr of the procedurs
of informing the public and public participation the drafting of plans and programmes for ambién
and water protection and waste management apptoyvé&ider D1-381 of 26 July 2005 by the Minis
of Environment.

The participation of the public in the developmehtspecial plans of natural framework and ecoldg
network, landscape, zones of protected areas amdlibundaries, management plans shall be regu
by the Law on Territorial Planning. The key legigla enabling the public to participate in t
development of plans and programmes related tor@mwiental protection are as follows: the Law
Territorial Planning Qfficial Gazette No. 107-2391, 1995; No. 21-617, 2004), Provisiams the
Participation of the Public in the Process of Terral Planning approved by Resolution No. 1079.8f

August 1996 of the Government of the Republic dhliania Qfficial Gazette No. 90-2099, 1996; Na.

112-4189, 2004; No. 33-1190, 2007).

The development of the water management systemdbasethe river basin districts involves t
cooperation with national experts and scientigtblip and municipal authorities from various sestdfor
the purpose of information and involvement of théblic at large into the development of the wag
management system, the Environmental Protectionn@&geleveloped and approved the Schedulé
Development of the Management Plans for River BBsstricts in October of 2006 in order to infornet|
public and River Basin Districts (hereinafter reéerto as RBD) coordination councils about the psea
activities in the field of water managememhe Schedule includes the activities for the dgwelent of
management plans for RBD, deadlines for their irm@letation, competent authorities.

The Environmental Protection Agency and the LithaarGeological Survey presented the manager
plan for the Nemunas RBD and the programme of nreasaapproved by Resolution No. 1098 of 21 ]
2010 by the Government of the Republic of Lithuamational and foreign experts and scientists W
involved in the development of the management plan.
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The development of the management plan commencéahie of 2008. The public and various authorities

have been receiving information about the plan uddeelopment since the very start of the project.

A management plan is a document intended to pratedtimprove the aquatic environment. It asse
various effects in the Nemunas river basin disaiad proposes measures to solve the existing pnsblé
also provides information about the current cooditdf the Nemunas RBD, risk waters and the econg
analysis of water use.

SSes

DMIC

the

The management plan of the Nemunas river basimidighereinafter referred to as RBD) and
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programme of measures to achieve water protectipectives in the Nemunas RBD were approved

by

Resolution No. 1098 “On the Approval of the ManagetPlan of the Nemunas River Basin District and

the Programme of Measures to Achieve Water Prate@ibjectives in the Nemunas River Basin Distr
of 21 July 2010 of the Government of the Republitithuania.

The Environmental Protection Agency and the LithaarGeological Survey drafted management p
and programmes of measures for Liélugenta and Daugava river basin districts.

Management plans include the summary of water cheniatics of RBD, the effects of human activity
the condition of waters, the condition of waterd anvironmental issues, water protection objectams
measures to achieve them.

Programmes of measures state the key and the aayxiheasures as well as cost of measures. T

ct

ans

on

hese

drafts have been submitted for coordination with flublic and the parties concerned, announcedein th

website of the Environmental Protection Agency amthe draft registration subsystem of the legishat

information system of the Seimas of the Republid.itfiuania (http://www.Irs.It/tais_tapis/). The it

and the parties concerned are encouraged to comonght draft management plans and programmes of

measures and to submit their proposals.

We would like to note that the public has the righteceive information about the quality of watier
participate in environmental impact assessmenhefeconomic activity, to participate in the temidb
planning, to initiate the drafting or amendmentegfislation, to actively participate in the implemgtion
of such legislation, to state its opinion and tbrait proposals, to set up communities and to remtethe
opinion of such communities, and to carry out vtdimp monitoring of waters.

The key legislation of the Republic of Lithuanisguéating the services of drinking water supply and

waste water management, being the services of @engerest, is the Law of the Republic of Lithuaoin
Drinking Water Supply and Waste Water Managem@éxfigial Gazette No. 82-3260, 2006) and the L3

of the Republic of Lithuania on Local Self-governmhéOfficial Gazette No. 55-1049, 1994; No. 113

4290, 2008). Pursuant to the said legislationatistraction and supply of drinking water and prioviof
waste water management facilities in the territmirya municipality is the duty of municipalities (#ale

\Y

11 of the Law on Drinking Water Supply and Wastet8¥&anagement). Pursuant to Article 11(2) of the

said law, municipal councils shall execute the tsgind duties of the owners of the drinking watgipdy

and waste water management infrastructure interfdedwater supply or members of enterprises

controlled by a municipality/municipalities that owhe infrastructure.
Pursuant to the provisions of Article 6(30) of thew on Local Self-government, the organisation
drinking water supply and waste water managemeniratependent functions of municipalities (set
(assigned) by the Constitutions and laws). Munidiea perform such functions within the scope fuit
competence prescribed by the Constitution and land, within the scope of their undertakings to
community. When implementing the said functionsniipalities shall enjoy the freedom of initiatioé
decisions, their adoption and enforcement as gdame the Constitution and laws, and shall
responsible for the fulfilment of the said functorWith due consideration to the above, municiies
shall, when implementing the said legislation, eadie universality and availability of drinking tea
supply and waste water management services, benvicaes of general interest, to all residents &
municipality.

For the purpose of the implementation of the piows of Article 4 of the Law of the Republic
Lithuania on the Implementation of the Law on Diimtk Water Supply and Waste Water Managen
(Official Gazette No. 82-3261, 2006), municipalities had to devebtgms for the development of wat
supply and waste water management infrastructur@bjune 2008; such plans had to state infraste:
development stages within the territory of a mymadity, deadlines for the completion of work, f{
required investments so as to provide 95% of thelemits of the municipality with uninterrupted dkiimy
water supply and waste water management servicesingethe quality requirements by 31 Decem
2014. With due consideration to the above, it i duty of a municipality to indicate methods (to
included in the infrastructure development planjliohking water supply and waste water managenme
cities, towns, settlements, villages, gardenersimaoinities, districts and other residential locagiaithin
the municipality.

of
out

the

be

—

ctu
he

ber

be
nt i

7,

Articles 30-33 of the Law on Territorial Plannin@fficial Gazette No. 107-2391, 1995; No. 21-61




38

2004) provide that territorial planning documentssimbe publicly presented and available to theipupl
Both natural and legal persons shall have the nfjlsiccess to the concept of planning documents@nd

the planning documents themselves, and shall leevaght to submit comments.

XX. OPPORTUNITIESFOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE PREPARATION OF
POLICIESRELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

Explain what opportunities are provided for pulpa@rticipation in the preparation of policies reigtito
the environment, pursuant to article 7.

The Statute of the Seimas of the Republic of LithagOfficial Gazette No. 15-249, 1994; No. 5-9]

1999) provides that draft laws submitted for publimsideration shall be announced in the websitbef

Seimas. In publishing such drafts, the names ofqguex who prepared and initiated them must
indicated.
Legislative rules of the Republic of Lithuania apged by Resolution No. 1244 of 30 September 200
the Government of the Republic of Lithuania provitiat in order to find out the public opinion on
problem and its solution methods, it is betterdsess favourable and adverse effects of the prapegal
regulation and its implementation costs, to enshestransparency of its regulation and to enabég
public to influence the contents of a certain solytto consult with the public. The drafter thevlahall
establish the time period for holding consultatioblless the law provides otherwise, consulta
methods (assemblies of the parties concerned,, gulldic meetings, invitation of representativetheo
methods to find out opinions) shall be selectedHsy drafter of the law. The following shall be st
when announcing public consultations (in the websftthe institution): the scope of consultatiogsd(s,
target groups, the subject of consultations); psegaoalternative solutions and their expected effeltte
drafter of the law may present an auxiliary docutenconsultations, viz. the final list of quest®to be
answered by the target group/groups. Informationtiom summarised results of consultations
announced in the website of the institution witle donsideration to the proposals, opinions andoresgs
received during consultations.

For the purpose of the implementation of the Euaopeandscape Convention, Lithuania seeks to iner
the activity of the public in shaping the Lithuamiandscape policy and in decision making in tra&lf
The public is informed and has an opportunity tatestits opinion on all laws and regulations be
drafted.

The Lithuanian landscape policy and its implementlagislation, strategic planning documents
protected areas, e.g. the progress of the develupafighe management programme of protected a
shall be described in the website of the Ministinfeovironment, and the public shall be invited tbsit
proposals. When the drafting of this document conoed, a meeting with social partners (NG
scientific institutions, etc.) was held regardinbjexts and problem issues to be analysed in
management programme of protected areas. Similatimgewith social partners is expected to be |
when the drafting of the document comes to a close.

XXI. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 7

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleationtof article 7.

Specification of compensation measures concernimopesty at the time of planning and strate
environmental assessment. Currently, the majofitissues raised by the public are related to ptgp
relations rather than with environmental impacteasment, environmental protection or public hea
The public often disagrees with the amount of camspdon payment; there were cases when
proposed activity was not carried out as a refuhefailure to agree on the amount of payments.
There is a shortage of data on specific solutiond potential effects during the preparation ¢
performance of the strategic environmental assassofeplans and programmes at their earliest st
which affects risk assessment. It is difficult gs@ss alternatives.

Problems of communication among institutions. Fxaneple, information of the public about territor
planning poses a problem of announcing informationwebsites of municipalities; in some cajs
deadlines established by the legislation for anomgninformation are not observed.
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The problem of the area of announcement: informagibout territorial planning is published in lo¢
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newspapers; therefore, it is more difficult for g@rs who own land in the planned territories awe in
other areas to obtain information.

The annex to Order No. D1-210 “On the Approvallef List of Locations that Meet the Selection Ciite

r

of Areas Important for the Protection of NaturalbHats; to be submitted to the European Commissjon”

of 22 April 2009 of the Minister of Environment tife Republic of Lithuania included the RomainiakQa

Grove as a potential Natura 2000 area. The impoetan this area is due to the presence of the hermi
beetle Osmoderma eremitean especially rare species in Europe and irulaitie. This species of beetles

is entered into the Lithuanian Red List. In ordereinsure the conservation of this beetle species th
decision was made to include the Romainiai Oak &rimo the Natura 2000 network. However, the

drafting of the detail design of Medek&ng. 10, which is located right next to the saidrRmiai Oak

Grove, failed to assess the effects of the propabegping centre on the potential Natura 2000 area.

Kaunas City Municipality approved the detail desajriviedekSigs g. 10 by its Decision No. T-22 “QOn
the Approval of the Detail Design of Medek&ng. 10" of 28 January 2010, failing to considee |th

absence of the mandatory procedures regarding sbessment of solutions of selection and planhing
documents of the environmental effects of the psegoeconomic activity. The Romainiai community,

being an entity of the public concerned, applieddart requesting the annulment of Decision No 2TeR

28 January 2010 of Kaunas City Municipality as diotihg with the provisions of the Aarhus Convemtio

and national laws and regulations.

By its decision of 17 September 2010, Kaunas Rediddministrative Court annulled Decision No. T-R2
“On the Approval of the Detail Design of Medek&ng. 10” of 28 January 2010 of Kaunas Gity

Municipality stating that “the failure to carry oabmprehensive and justified analysis of the assest
of solutions of selection and planning documenttghefenvironmental effects of the proposed econg
activity, and the mere technical statement thaefifects of the solutions of documents were pasittiae
effects of the solutions on the natural environnmeamd landscape were neutral and the effects osdihe

air and water were minimal, violated Article 25@f)the Law on Territorial Planning and the procedur
for the assessment of the effects of solutionsbésteed by the description of the regulation foe th

mic

assessment of solutions of territorial planninguioents approved by Government Resolution No. 920 of

16 July 2004, which had material effects on therests of the applicant, being the public concerted

live in a safe environment.” (p. 14 of the Decisairl7 September 2010)

However, the court rejected the arguments of themd&oiai community requesting to repeat
environmental impact assessment of the proposedbetio activity on the established Natura 2000 area

nearby by stating that the said area “...is not ambdished Natura 2000 area” yet.

The Romainiai community disagreed with the argunpeavided in the decision of 17 September 2010 of
Kaunas Regional Administrative Court that areas plagentially were Natura 2000 areas were not siibje

the mandatory assessment procedures and that siallglished Natura 2000 areas were subject tg

the

assessment; therefore, pursuant to the Aarhus @tiame the Romainiai community appealed the
decision of 17 September 2010 of Kaunas RegionahiAgtrative Court to the Supreme Administratjve

Court of Lithuania. In its appeal the Romainiai coomity indicated that the court of the first instan

incorrectly interpreted the Aarhus Convention amdeasonably stated in its decision that “grounds

provided by Article 9 of the Aarhus Convention dgrére right to the Applicant to apply to court fitve
purpose of protecting the public interest of comityumembers concerning the validity of the approvil
the detail design only in the field of environmdrgeotection related to the elements of the envirent,
such as air, atmosphere, water, soil, ground, taps natural objects, biodiversity.” The court tgag
only a part of the interpretation of Article 9 diet Aarhus Convention developed in the case-law tlaunsl

unreasonably narrowed the Applicant’s right to gpjd court regarding the protection of the public

interest on the grounds of the Aarhus Convention.
It should be noted that the decision is not ye¢ative. The court of the appeal instance will irigege

the motives of Kaunas Regional Administrative Caantl may develop a completely different case-law

on the said issue.

Another case is pending at Kaunas Regional Admatise Court; in this case the applicants claim the
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violation of their rights under Articles 6 and 7 thie Aarhus Convention because the public receneed
information and was not included into the decisizaking when Decision No. T-178 “On the Approval of
the Landholding Plan of Valk g. 7A” of 25 March 2004 of Kaunas City Municiggliwas being
considered and approved. The public concerned sltiat the drafting and approval of the plan of &0
g. 7A were performed without informing the publicus violating the provisions of Articles 6 andftee
Aarhus Convention.

It should be noted that the court proceedings aneling.

=

XXII. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7

Provide further information on the practical apgtion of the provisions on public participation
decisions on specific activities in article 7.

n

XXI1l. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 7

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Website of the Ministry of Environment: http://wwawm.|t (under Environmental Impact Assessment)
Website of the State Service for Protected Aredd:fwww.vstt.It — the public is informed abouteth
planning procedures of protected areas.
http://lwww.vstt.It/VI/index.php#r/60 provides data protected areas planning documents, eitheredraft
or being drafted.

Website of the Environmental Protection Agencypitivww.gamta.lt

XXIV. EFFORTSMADE TO PROMOTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION DURING THE
PREPARATION OF REGULATIONSAND RULESTHAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8

Describe what efforts are made to promote effeqtivielic participation during the preparation by |k
authorities of executive regulations and other gaheapplicable legally binding rules that may baa

significant effect on the environment, pursuantarticle 8. To the extent appropriate, describe |the

transposition of the relevant definitions in aei@ and the non-discrimination requirement in katig,
paragraph 9.

In Lithuania, the participation of the public inetlrafting of laws and regulations (including lasarsd
regulations in the field of environmental policg) regulated by general provisions stated in the baw
the Citizens’ Legislative Initiative(fficial Gazette No. 1-5, 1999), which guarantees the right of the
citizens’ legislative initiative; the Law on Petitis Official Gazette No. 66-2128, 1999), which enables

to apply to public authorities demanding or progesa deal with important issues and, whengver
necessary, to adopt, amend, supplement or repegd@itable law or regulation. Pursuant to the lcaw
the Citizens’ Legislative Initiative, all citizenshall have the right to submit proposals regardimg
drafting of a law or regulation, while the Statofehe Seimas@fficial Gazette No. 15-249, 1994; No. §
97, 1999; No. 86-2617, 2000) (Articles 126, 1437 gdal) provides an opportunity to submit draftsao
the public for debating. By its decision “On thefdmation of the Public About Draft Laws and
Regulations” Official Gazette No. 109-2769, 1997), the Board of the Seimashésteed that draft laws
and regulations registered with the Secretariatthef Seimas Sittings would be published in the
Informaciniai praneSimaisupplement to the Official Gazette. Article 7 diet Law on Publig
Administration Qfficial Gazette No. 60-1945, 1999; No. 77-2975, 2006; No. 123746%08) states that
entities of public administration must consult abadministrative decisions related to general iegite
public interests with organisations representinglipuinterests in a particular field (associatiotrade
unions, representatives of other non-governmemggrosations) and in cases provided for by lawtse |a
with residents or groups thereof. Information ab@uhethod of consultation, its participants andiltes
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must be announced in the website of an entity dilipuadministration that has prepared a d
administrative decision.

The Rules of Procedure of the Ministry of Enviromnef the Republic of LithuaniaOfficial Gazette
No. 65-2408, 2006; No. 118-4511, 2006; No. 9-3@072 No. 104-4268, 2007; No. 75-2970, 2008;
31-1236, 2009; No. 39-1489, 2009; No. 13-635, 2@k0yide that working groups may be set up by
order of the Minister for the drafting of laws amegulations; such working groups may incly
representatives of the administrative subdivisiofishe Ministry, institutions under the Ministry
institutions subordinated to the Ministry, othemnistries, public and municipal authorities anditngibns
as well as organisations.
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XXV.OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 8

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleatientof article 8.

XXVI. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 8

Provide further information on the practical apation of the provisions on public participation thme
field covered by article 8.

XXVII. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 8

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

XXVII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON ACCESSTO JUSTICE INARTICLE9

List legislative, regulatory and other measures itihh@lement the provisions on access to justicariitle
9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has begrleimented. Describe the transposition of the rele
definitions in article 2 and the non-discriminatioequirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, an
particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures takendore that:

(i) Any person who considers that his or her regjt@sinformation under article 4 has not been tedh

in accordance with the provisions of that articdes laccess to a review procedure before a couatwobt
another independent and impartial body establislyddw;

(i) Where there is provision for such a review d&ycourt of law, such a person also has access

expeditious procedure established by law thatas f charge or inexpensive for reconsideratioral
public authority or review by an independent angantial body other than a court of law;

(i) Final decisions under this paragraph are rigcdbn the public authority holding the informatiand
that reasons are stated in writing, at least whecess to information is refused:;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the fraotkvef national legislation, members of the pul
concerned meeting the criteria set out in paragBaphve access to a review procedure before a 0
law and/or another independent and impartial batgkdished by law, to challenge the substantive
procedural legality of any decision, act or omiessabject to the provisions of article 6;

(c) With respect to paragraph 3, measures takemsore that where they meet the criteria, if aaid

down in national law, members of the public haveeas to administrative or judicial procedures
challenge acts and omissions by private personspabtic authorities which contravene provisions
national law relating to the environment;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4, measures takengaore that:

(i) The procedures referred to in paragraphs h23provide adequate and effective remedies;
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(i) Such procedures otherwise meet the requiresneinthis paragraph;




42

(e) With respect to paragraph 5, measures takemmgare that information is provided to the public
access to administrative and judicial review.

(a) The right of persons to receive informationdhby or intended for public or local self-governm
authorities shall be regulated by general as veeBecial (regulating the field of environment) $aand
regulations.

The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the RigbtReceive Information from Public and Municig
Authorities and Institutions consolidates the gaheprinciple that public and local self-governi
authorities and institutions must provide persoiil wformation held by such authorities and ingtdns
(Article 3(1) of the Law).

The procedure of provision of environmental infotima, the rights and duties of persons are conateil
in regulatory enactments.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Law of the Rejoubl Lithuania on Public Administration, entitie$

1%
>
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public administration shall consider applicationacluding applications to provide environmental

information) submitted by persons in accordanceéhilie Rules for the Consideration of Applicatig

ns

Submitted by Persons and for the Provision of $esrito such Persons by Public Administration

Authorities, Institutions and Other Entities of RabAdministration (hereinafter referred to as fRales)
approved by Government Resolution No. 875 of 22usu@007. Paragraph 44 of these Rules prov
that if a person disagrees with the response reddiy his application from an authority, or if response
is provided to the person by the established deadbr the consideration of applications, such qe
shall have the right to lodge a complaint in acaok with the procedure established by Chapte
“Administrative Procedure” of the Law of the Repuabbf Lithuania on Public Administration, i
accordance with the procedure established for thmiAistrative Disputes Commission by the Law of
Republic of Lithuania on Administrative Disputesfmissions, and in accordance with the procec
established for the Administrative Court by the LaWthe Republic of Lithuania on Administrati
Proceedings. A person shall have the right I di complaint with the Seimas Ombudsman of
Republic of Lithuania about the abuse of officedog bureaucracy of public servants or other viofet
of human rights and freedoms in the field of pulbléministration following the procedure establishgd
the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Seir@asbudsmen.

Similar provisions are provided by a special regoiaintended for the environmental sector, viz
Description of the Regulation for the Informatiointiee Public About the Environment in the Repulalig
Lithuania approved by Resolution No. 1175 of 22dbetr 1999 of the Government of the Republig
Lithuania (hereinafter referred to as the Desaipbf the Regulation). The Description of the Ragah
also establishes the requirement for the contehtthe® provided information, the procedure of
provision of information and the rights of perseakted to such procedure. Pursuant to paragrapif
the Description of the Regulation, if a person kkirthat the provided information is false or I
comprehensive, or if a person receives no respbyghe deadline established in the Descriptionhef
Regulation, such person shall have the right te il complaint to the Administrative Disput
Commission regarding the failure to provide infotio@, the provision of not comprehensive informat
or the refusal to provide information, as presatidey the Law of the Republic of Lithuania
Administrative Proceedings.

The decision of the Administrative Disputes Commoissnay be appealed to the Administrative Cq
following the procedure established by the Law bé tRepublic of Lithuania on Administrati
Proceedings.

It should be noted that, pursuant to the provismirthe Description of the Regulation, a persorildtave
the right to apply, first of all, to the Administige Disputes Commission, and — only if he/she glisas
with the decision of the said Administrative DisgsitCommission — to court. Such legal regulatio
established in order to ensure that the persorabesss to an expeditious procedure establishedviy
that is free of charge or inexpensive for reviewalnyindependent and impartial body other than atc
Pursuant to Article 13 of the Law of the Republid_-ghuania on Administrative Disputes Commissio
complaints (applications) lodged with the Admirasive Disputes Commission must be considered a
decision thereon must be taken within 14 days dfterreceipt thereof; no duties (including stampyd
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of Administrative Disputes Commissions shall besogeed. The decision of the Administrative Disputes

Commission shall be dispatched for execution onnéet day after its adoption. The entity of public
administration must execute the decision withinttime period specified therein and where the dateot
indicated — within 20 days after the receipt of deeision. Where a person disagrees with the adec

the Administrative Disputes Commission, he/she Ishave the right to appeal such decision to court

(Article 18 of the Law).
It should be noted that, pursuant to Article 15¢ixhe Law on Administrative Disputes Commissions,

effective decisions of Administrative Disputes Coissions shall have a binding effect on entities [the

decisions of which are appealed. Similar provisiarestated in Article 14(1) of the Law of the Riel
of Lithuania on Administrative Proceedings, whialoydes that an effective court decision, rulinglan
order shall have a binding effect on all public hauities, officers and public servants, enterptises
agencies, organisations, other natural and legabpe and must be executed within the entire oeyrivf
the Republic of Lithuania. The court decision shallin writing and shall be reasoned.

(b) Article 5(1) of the Law of the Republic of Lithnia on Administrative Proceedings provides that
every entity concerned shall be entitled to applycourt, in the manner prescribed by law, for the

protection of his infringed or contested right oterest protected under law, while Article 56 af #ame
Law states that in the cases established by lawpthsecutor, the entities of administration, public
authorities, agencies, organisations, servicesatural persons may apply to court with a petitionthe
protection of the public interest or protectionttod rights of the state, municipality and persansvall as
the interests protected by laws.

(c) Article 5 of the Civil Code of the Republic bithuania provides that any interested person npgpjya
to court for the protection of his infringed or ¢ested right or interest protected under law, whitgcle
49(1) of the Code states that in the cases edtedli®y law the prosecutor, public and municipal
authorities and other persons may file a claintlierprotection of the public interest.

(d) Both natural and legal persons (including comitysbased organisations) shall have the rightpiolya
to court for the protection of their interests paded under law or when protecting the public edeon
environmental issues (e.g. in relation to decisi@tés or omissions of public or local self-goveemt
authorities, etc.). In this relation the case-lamaerning the right of communities to apply to a¢dar the
protection of the public interest in the environnarfield under the Aarhus Convention should|be
mentioned. In its ruling of 24 October 2006, the®me Administrative Court of Lithuania stated tbat
31 October 2001 the Republic of Lithuania ratified Aarhus Convention Article 9(2) of which regeldt
the right of community-based organisations to agplgourts for the protection of the public intergs

the field of environment. Therefore, community-tthseganisations that help deal with environmental

issues and that operate under the provisions anatlaws and regulations shall have the righapply
to the administrative court for the protection lod fpublic interest in the field of environment,pasvided

by Article 56(1) of the Law of the Republic of Lithnia on Administrative Proceedings. Thus, with due

consideration to this court decision and havingsssd the above provisions of the Law of the Republ
of Lithuania on Administrative Proceedings and @w&le of Civil Procedure of the Republic of Lithuani
a conclusion can be drawn that the laws and reguktof Lithuania guarantee the opportunity for

associations and other persons to apply to coegsrding environmental issues, and in this Wway

respective provisions of the Aarhus Conventionteieg implemented.

(e) As it was mentioned before, laws and regulatitrat regulate the right of persons to information
about the environment state that any person whakshihat his request to provide environmental

information was not considered or was consideregromerly shall be entitled to apply to the
Administrative Disputes Commission or court.
Provisions of the Law of the Republic of Lithuawia Administrative Proceedings and the Code of Civil
Procedure provide an opportunity for all personapply to court regarding decisions, acts or oroiss
of public or municipal authorities or other persons
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Pursuant to Article 7(2) of the Constitution of tRepublic of Lithuania, only laws which are pubgst
shall be valid in the Republic of Lithuania. Theysion of the Constitution is implemented by theaL
of the Republic of Lithuania on Procedure of Pudiien and Coming into Force of Republic of Lithua
Laws and Other Legal Acts. Pursuant to the promssiof the said law, only law sand regulations wh
are officially published (in the Official Gazetteedia and official websites of authorities) as priégd
by this law shall be valid, thus ensuring that lemgdities know which law or regulation is apprate, has
access to the full version of the law or regulateord can follow it. Thus, the public is providedthw
information about the right to administrative aadislative review procedure.

It should also be noted that, pursuant to Artiq2) ®f the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Rah
Administration, an individual administrative act stispecify the appeal procedure. The appeal proee
must also be specified in decisions of Administatisputes Commission and courts. (Article 87haf
Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Administratieroceedings; Article 270 of the Code of Ci
Procedure of the Republic of Lithuania).
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XXIX. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 9

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleatientof any of the paragraphs of article 9.

XXX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9

Provide further information on the practical apation of the provisions on access to justice purst@
article 9, e.g. are there any statistics availaisieenvironmental justice and are there any assist
mechanisms to remove or reduce financial and dtheters to access to justice?

an

XXX1.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 9

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

XXXII.LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING THE
PROVISIONS ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6bis
AND ANNEX | bis

Concerning legislative, regulatory and other measuthat implement the provisions on puk
participation in decisions on the deliberate redemso the environment and placing on the marke
genetically modified organisms in article 6 bissclée:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1 of article 6 bid:an

lic
t of

(i) Paragraph 1 of annex | bis, arrangements inRhgy’s regulatory framework to ensure effective

information and public participation for decisiasbject to the provisions of article 6 bis;

(i) Paragraph 2 of annex | bis, any exceptionsvipied for in the Party’s regulatory framework taet
public participation procedure laid down in anndxd and the criteria for any such exception;

(iif) Paragraph 3 of annex | bis, measures takema&e available to the public in an adequate, traek
effective manner a summary of the notification adinced to obtain an authorization for the delilee
release or placing on the market, as well as thesasnent report where available;

(iv) Paragraph 4 of annex | bis, measures takeenture that in no case the information listed Bt
paragraph is considered as confidential;

(v) Paragraph 5 of annex | bis, measures takemgare the transparency of decision-making proceq
and to provide access to the relevant procedui@inration to the public including, for example:

a. The nature of possible decisions;
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b. The public authority responsible for making teeision;
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c. Public participation arrangements laid down parg to
paragraph 1 of annex | bis;

d. An indication of the public authority from whicalevant
information can be obtained;

e. An indication of the public authority to whichmaments
can be submitted and of the time schedule forrdrestnittal
of comments;

(vi) Paragraph 6 of annex | bis, measures takesngure that the arrangements introduced to implemen
paragraph 1 of annex | bis allow the public to sitpim any appropriate manner, any commenpts,

information, analyses or opinions that it considefsvant to the proposed deliberate release cirgan
the market;

(vii) Paragraph 7 of annex | bis, measures takeanture that due account is taken of the outcom
public participation procedures organized purstaparagraph 1 of annex | bis;

(viii) Paragraph 8 of annex | bis, measures takererisure that the texts of decisions subject tg
provisions on annex | bis taken by a public autijaare made publicly available along with the rewes
and the considerations upon which they are based;

(b) With respect to paragraph 2 of article 6 bisywhthe requirements made in accordance with
provisions of annex | bis are complementary to amdually supportive of the Party’s national bioggf
framework and consistent with the objectives of@la@tagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Conventio
Biodiversity.

Law No. 1X-375 of the Republic of Lithuania on Génelly Modified Organisms of 12 June 20
(Official Gazette No. 56-1976, 2001; No. 34-1419, 200®. 77-2967, 2006);

Order No. 602 “On the Formation of a GMO Managen&ugervisory Committee and the Approval of
Regulations” of 18 December 2001 of the MinisteEofiironment of the Republic of Lithuani@fficial
Gazette No. 111-4053, 2001; No. 52-2580, 2010);

Order No. 299 “On the Approval of Regulation fofdrmation of the Public and Public Participation
Issuing Permits for Use of Genetically Modified @ngsms” of 11 June 2003 of the Minister
Environment of the Republic of Lithuani@fficial GazetteNo. 62-2832, 2003; No. 4-127, 2006);
Order “On the Approval of the Description of thegrkation for the Database of Genetically Modifi
Organisms” of 18 October 2004 of the Minister ofviEEonment of the Republic of Lithuani@fficial
Gazette No. 157-5735, 2004);

Order No. D1-225 “On the Approval of the Descriptiof the Regulation for the Deliberate Release
the Environment of GMO or Placing of GMO in the Met’ of 29 April 2004 of the Minister o
Environment of the Republic of Lithuani@fficial GazetteNo. 71-2487, 2004; No. 124-4710, 2006);
The Description of the Regulation for the Inforroatiof the Public About the Environment in t
Republic of Lithuania approved by Resolution No73..of 22 October 1999 of the Government of
Republic of LithuaniaQfficial Gazette No. 90-2660, 1999; No. 26-831, 2005; No. 19-&1,0).

(@) () In Lithuania, the state management of geally modified organisms is regulated by the Lamw
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMODfficial Gazette No. 56-1976, 2001; No. 34-1419, 2003; |
77-2967, 2006). Article 12 of this law establishiest the public shall have the right to participetehe
making of decisions relating to the use of gendyicenodified organisms and genetically modifi
products and to receive information thereon, adogrdo the procedure established by laws

regulations. State management of activities invigvihe use of genetically modified organisms
performed in Lithuania by the Ministry of Environnte All draft laws and regulations concerning GN
and all applications received in relation to the o GMO shall be considered by the GMO manager
supervisory committee consisting of the represev@stof public authorities concerned and commury
based organisations’ debates are held and allamysrare considered. The GMO management superv
committee was approved by Order No. 602 of 18 Déexr8001 of the Minister of Environment.

(i) Regulation for information of the public andulgic participation in issuing permits for use
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genetically modified organisms and genetically rfiedi products has been drafted in accordance

with
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Law No. 1X-375 of the Republic of Lithuania on Génelly Modified Organisms of 12 June 20
(Official Gazette No. 56-1976, 2001; No. 34-1419, 2003; No. 77-298)06), the Aarhus Conventio

Council Directive 2001/18/EC, Council Directive Z381/EC. This Regulation was approved in 2003 by

Order No. 299 of 2003 of the Minister of Environrherf the Republic of Lithuania. This Regulati
regulates information and participation of the pulh issuing permits for use of genetically moeldi
products.

Regulation applies to information and participatadrthe public in issuing permits and authorisation
contained use of GMM/GMO, deliberate release ih®d&nvironment of GMO or placing of GMO in t
market as products or as a constituent of othetymts.

The Ministry of Environment organises the compdatiand storage of information on use of genetic
modified organisms and their products in the Repubf Lithuania and making such informati
available to the public through the Database ofdBeally Modified Organisms (http://gmo.am.lt), a
this is done without violating any information cat@ntiality or intellectual property rights.
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The public is entitled to receive public information the use of GMO and GMP by request, stating wha
kind of information is requested, the inquirer'dl ftame/corporate name, address and telephonesainle

the request is placed in any other form. Such mé&dion is not provided if it would violate its caéntial
nature and intellectual property rights.

The notifier shall organise public information gpalticipation in the making of decisions relatigthe
use of genetically modified organisms or their pretd. The notifier shall announce in the media
intention to use GMO or GMP within 10 days from thébmission of the application and/or notice to
Ministry of Environment.

The notifier shall provide the following informatiaregarding the intention to use genetically medit
organisms or their products in areas of high cotragon of people (e.g. in the notice board of

municipality), in the national newspapers and & tiewspapers of the city/cities or region/regiohthe
proposed use of genetically modified organismshairtproducts, on the radio or TV, following t
procedure established in paragraph 9 of this Réguala

- about the intention to deliberately release GM® the environment in a new location;

- about the intention to place GMO or GMP in the retirlunless they are intended to be used
scientific purposes and unless such information puddished before;

- about safety measures to be applied in case ot@demt during the contained use of GMO or GN
in classes 2-4, if an adverse effect on the enmiet and/or human health is likely;

- where, when and how reasoned proposals or comrmantse intention to use GMO or GMP can
submitted.

If any new information regarding a threat to th@imnment, agriculture, human or animal health, akh
is likely to cause adverse effects, is obtainednduthe consideration of the notice, the publiclisha

informed about it as provided by this Regulation.

The public shall have the right:

- to submit reasoned proposals or comments to thésiviirof Environment within 30 days from the da
of the announcement in the media about the inteiiaise GMO or GMP. The Ministry of Environme
has to register them according to the form estabtisby Annex 1 and to give due consideratior
reasoned proposals and comments of the public;

- to submit comments to the European Commission wisdi days from the date of the publishing of
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notice on the authorisation of placing of GMO ie tnarket, the summary of other documents (document

summary) and the assessment report;

- to submit comments to the Ministry of Environmerithin 20 days from the publishing of informati
in the Database of Genetically Modified Organisegarding notices received by other Member State
deliberate release into the environment of GMO plading of GMO in the market.

By submitting reasoned proposals or comments opritygosed use of genetically modified organism
their products as well as comments on the init@iatusion, the public must state the inquirer'd

name/corporate name, address, telephone and date.

Having examined the reasoned proposals submittethdypublic and having made a decision on
deliberate release into the environment and/oripgaof GMO/GMP in the market, the Ministry
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Environment shall inform the inquirer and publisiiormation in the Database of Genetically Modif
Organisms when:

- respective genetically modified organisms or thmioducts can be deliberately released into
environment or placed in the market and under wbatlitions;

ed

the

- respective genetically modified organisms or thpwducts cannot be released into the environment

and placed in the market or under what conditions.
If any unforeseen changes occur after the MinistriEnvironment decides on the deliberate releate
the environment of GMO or GMP and if such changesli&ely to cause adverse effects threatening

in
the

environment, agriculture, human or animal healtie Ministry of Environment shall assess such

information and inform the public.

(iif) Having received a decision on the delibersgkease into the environment of GMO or GMP or their

contained use (in class 2, 3 or 4) from the Migistf Environment, the notifier shall inform the pigb
about it within 10 days by publishing a short imf@tion about the decision of the Ministry
Environment on the authorisation of the use of dhaetically modified organism or its product in {
media of the region where the activity will be éadgrout.

(iv) In the announcement issued according to tlgulegion approved by Order No. D1-225 “On t
Approval of the Description of the Regulation fbetDeliberate Release into the Environment of GN(
Placing of GMO in the Market” of 29 April 2004 ofi¢ Minister of Environment of the Republic
Lithuania Qfficial Gazette No. 71-2487, 2004; No. 124-4710, 2006), the mtifmay provide
information the disclosure of which can damagedspetitiveness and therefore it should be consdi
confidential. In such case the notifier must previthe Ministry of Environment with documer
supporting the said confidential nature, and it nbb@spossible to verify such documents.
The following information cannot be considered cdential:

- the general description of the genetically modifieganism/organisms and its/their product/product
the notifier's name/corporate name and addresgydhk location and the intended purpose of theass
into the environment;

- methods and plans for monitoring of genetically ified organism/organisms and its/th
product/products and for response to critical situes;

- environmental risk assessment;

- information provided in the application.

having consulted with the notifier, the Ministry Bhvironment shall decide which information will
considered confidential and shall inform the netitabout its decision in writing.

The Ministry of Environment shall not provide thipdrties with any confidential information shared
contained in announcement received according ioRlegulation; it shall protect intellectual protye
rights related to the received data.

If for any reason the notifier recalls the annoumeat, the Ministry of Environment, Public Authoeis
Concerned, the Supervisory Committee and the Camenibf Experts that receive announcemé
containing confidential information falling withithe scope of their competence must keep the reat¢
information confidential.

(v) Pursuant to the Description of the Regulationthe Information of the Public About the Enviroamt
in the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter refertedas the Description of the Regulation) approvgag
Resolution No. 1175 of 22 October 1999 of the Gowent of the Republic of LithuaniaDfficial
Gazette No. 90-2660, 1999; No. 26-831, 2005; No. 19-88@10), the adopted procedure for |
provision of information must be made availablethie public. Paragraph 21 of the Description of
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Regulation provides that authorities must prepar@ @disburse (within their competences) information

defined in paragraph 22 of the Description of tlegiation and help the public access such infoona

They ensure due information of the public aboutights provided by the Description of the Regulatj

and the provision of related information and adviBathorities shall make every effort to ensureye
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access for the public to information on the envinemt, which is available for or intended for sy
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authorities, using public telecommunication fahkt (websites, e-databases), or to ensure that

such

information is stored in a form or format enablinpmediate recovery or receipt by computer

telecommunication or other electronic facilities.

(vi) Pursuant to paragraph 14 of Order No. 299 ‘@& Approval of Regulation for Information of the

Public and Public Participation in Issuing PerniitsUse of Genetically Modified Organisms” of 11néy

2003 of the Minister of Environment of the RepulicLithuania QOfficial Gazette No. 62-2832, 2003;

No. 4-127, 2006), the public shall have the right:

- to submit reasoned proposals or comments to tinéstvly of Environment within 30 days from the date

of the announcement in the media about the interitaise GMO or GMP. The Ministry of Environme

nt

has to register them according to the form establsby Annex 1 and to give due consideration to

reasoned proposals and comments of the public;

- to submit comments to the European Commissiohimw0 days from the date of the publishing of the
notice on the authorisation of GMO marketing, thiensiary of other documents (document summary)

and the assessment report;

- to submit comments to the Ministry of Environmevithin 20 days from the entry of information teeth

Database of Genetically Modified Organisms regaydiotices received by other Member Stateg
deliberate release into the environment of GMO miadketing of GMO.

(vii) Pursuant to paragraphs 16 and 17 of Order2@®. “On the Approval of Regulation for Informatipn

of the Public and Public Participation in Issuingriits for Use of Genetically Modified Organismd”
11 June 2003 of the Minister of Environment of Republic of Lithuania@fficial Gazette No. 62-2832
2003; No. 4-127, 2006), the Ministry of Environmenust give due consideration to the proposals

on

(0]

and

comments of the public before making a decisiorardigg a deliberate release into the environment of

GMO/GMP or placing of GMO/GMP in the market.

(viii) The public is entitled to receive requestaablic information about the use of GMO and GMPcIsu

information is not provided if it would violate itsonfidential nature and intellectual property tegh
According to the applicable national laws and ragahs, public information about the use of GMO
their products using mass media shall be orgariisethe notifier. Paragraph 4 of the Regulation
Information of the Public and Public Participationissuing Permits for Use of Genetically Modifi
Organisms or Genetically Modified Products providleat “...the use and compilation of informati
about GMO or GMP and making such information avd@ato the public through the registry and
internet database shall be organised by the Myn@tEnvironment, which shall not violate intellaat
property rights and the confidential nature of sudbrmation.”

The description of the regulation for the databafsgenetically modified organisms is approved 92
by Order No. D1-542 “On the Approval of the Destidgp of the Regulation for the Database
Genetically Modified Organisms” of the Minister Bhvironment. The following information is compilé
in this database and provided in the section availao the public: EU legislation and internatio
treaties; laws and regulation of the Republic athuania; received applications and announcem
regarding the release into the environment of GMi@cement of GMO in the market or contained
issued permits regarding the release into the emwient of GMO or contained use of GMO, 3
authorisation of the placement of GMO in the marlaher related information. The said natio
Database of GMO (website: http://gmo.am.lt) is vé@nportant for ensuring the transparency of
activities of public authorities, and it ensureformation and participation of public at largeiritludes a
section for the public, which can state its opindrectly.

(b) UNEP-GEF Project No. GFL/2328-2716-4935 ,Supdor the Project on the Implementation
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National Biosafety Framework (NBF) for Lithuania’a& implemented from 2006 to 2010. The said

project financed seminars for experts (e.g. GMOirenmental risk assessment), conferences, nat

onal
a

training for specialists (e.g. for SFVS inspectpia)blishing of publications (e.g. Regulation offes
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Application of Modern Biotechnology and Adminisicat when Implementing Biosafety Framework for

Lithuania); project consultants and scientistsipigted in several radio and TV broadcasts, othedia

in relation to safe use of GMO and the effects dl@ on the environment and human health.

Sociological public opinion polls were taken in Ze2010.

For the purpose of implementation of the provisimisRegulations (EC) No. 1829/2003 and No.

1830/2003 of the European Parliament and of then€bstipulating key requirements for safe use
GMO or their products, a Molecular Biology and Gisadly Modified Organism Section was establish
at the National Food and Veterinary Risk Assessrratitute (NFVRA) in 2003. This institution contso

of
ed

the placement of GMO or their products in the maded performs state laboratory control on security

and use. The National Veterinary Laboratory carmes qualitative and quantitative research
identification of genetic modification of all gemelly modified food products, veterinary prepavat
and industrial feedingstuffs.

It carries out research to assess the threat @ftigafly modified plants to biodiversity.

XXXIV. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF
ARTICLE 6bisAND ANNEX | bis

Describe any obstacles encountered in the impleatientof any of the paragraphs of article 6 bis andex |
bis.

Sociological public opinion polls taken in 2007-B0%kvealed that the Lithuanian public still lacked
information about the safe use of GMO; thereforeyidedge was patchy. Half of the respondents
indicated that they did not receive sufficient imf@tion about the safe use of GMO and GMP.

XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bis AND ANNEX | bis

Provide further information on the practical apation of the provisions on public participation
decisions on the deliberate release into the enwiemt and placing on the market of genetically riiedi
organisms in article 6 bis, e.g. are there anyssitzd or other information available on public fpzEpation
in such decisions or on decisions considered updeagraph 2 of annex | bis to be exceptions to
public participation procedures in that annex?

XXXVI.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6bis

Give relevant website addresses, if availablepitiolg website addresses for registers of decisaods
releases related to genetically modified organisms:

http://gmo.am.lt
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